TiTLE 8: FAMILY LAW AND PROBATE
DivisION 1: DOMESTIC RELATIONS

8 1917. Required Hearings; Duty of Court When Order for Protection
Denied.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (b), if a court issues an order
for protection ex parte or a modification of an order for protection ex parte and
the court provides relief pursuant to subsection (b) of Section 1916, the court
shall set a date for a hearing on the petition. The hearing must be held within ten
days after the order has been served upon the respondent. The court shall notify
both parties by first class mail of the date and time of the hearing.

(b) The court shall hold a hearing on the petition within ten days after the
filing of the petition if a court issues an order for protection ex parte or a modifi-
cation of an order of protection ex parte, and

(1) The petitioner requests or the court provides relief in accordance with
paragraph (7) or (8) of subsection (b) of Section 1916, concerning custody of

a minor child; or

(2) The petitioner requests relief pursuant to paragraph (2), (3), (4) or (5) of
subsection (c) of Section 1916. Such a hearing must be given precedence over
all matters of the same character.

(c) In a hearing held pursuant to subsection (a) or (b) of this section:

(1) Relief in accordance with Section 1916 is available.
(2) If respondent seeks relief concerning an issue not raised by the petition-
er, the court may continue the hearing at the petitioner’s request.

(d) If a court denies a petition for an order for protection or a petition to modi-
fy an order for protection that is requested without notice to the respondent, the
court shall inform the petitioner of his or her right to request a hearing upon
notice to the respondent.

Source: PL 12-19, § 2 (207), modified.
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