
David M. Apatang 
Governor 

Dennis James C. Mendiola 
Lieutenant Governor 

COMMONWEALTH OF THE 'ORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

September 30, 2025 

The Honorable Edmund S. Villagomez 
Speaker, House of Representatives 
24th Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature 
Saipan, MP 96950 

The Honorable Karl R. King-Nabors 
Senate President 
24th Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature . 
Saipan, MP 96950 

Dear Mr. Speaker and Mr. President: 

GOV2025-289 

This is to inform the Legislature that I have signed into law House Bill 24-46, HD 1, SS 1 
(Appropriations and Budget Authority Act of 2026 or the Act). While I support the overall 
objectives of the Act, I have exercised my authority to disapprove of several specific provisions 
contained therein. 

These disapproved sections are deemed inconsistent and problematic in implementation with 
the fiscal priorities and policy goals necessary to ensure responsible governance when our 
economic climate has shifted. Implementing these provisions would undermine our 
commitment to prudent financial stewardship and long-term stability. A detailed explanation 
of the disapproved items is included in my message for legislative review and public 
transparency. 

Although I commend the Legislature for passing the Act, I am compelled to express our mutual 
understanding that an immediate revised budget is necessary to address my communication 
concerning the change in revenue projection and the continued funding shortfall for critical 
programs and services, such as: 

• Marianas Visitors Authority 
• DOF ERP (Munis) 
• Group Health and Life Insurance Program (Retirees) 
• Medical Referral (Health Network Program) 
• Medicaid 
• Department of Corrections (Inmate Medical Care and Meals) 
• Government Utilities and Operations 
• 25% Benefit Payments to Retirees 
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In addition to the foregoing concerns, I have line-item vetoed several parts of the Act which I 
have found unclear, ambiguous, or problematic either in their inconsistency with existing 
provisions of Commonwealth or Federal law, or in their implementation or imposition of 
additional and unnecessary steps that would hinder efficiency in government operations. 

My comments and actions are as fo llows: 

COMMENTS ON APPROVED PARTS OF THE ACT 

Section 403. Donation of Sick Leave Hours. 
There may be a disparity in pay rates between the donor and the recipient of donated sick leave 
hours. The provision allows donated sick leave at a value of 1.0; this may require additional 
donated sick leave hours when the recipient' s rate is greater than the donor' s, increasing the 
government's fiscal obligations. I urge the Civil Service Commission to amend the regulations 

to address this issue. 

Section 501. Reprogramming Authority. 
Section 501(c) grants 25% reprogramming authority to the mayors of each Senatorial DistTict. 
I observe that this authority should be wielded over local funds to ensure efficiency in local 
government, rather than with respect to executive branch offices. 

Section 601. Utilities. 
A directive from my administration is forthcoming to address cost-containment measures 
regarding the mandatory transition of all executive branch accounts to prepaid meters within 30 
days to further reduce the cost of utilities. This will ensure energy conservation practices are 
utilized. 

Section 605. Legal Holidays 
ln implementing this provision, care should be taken to avoid conflict with the federal Fair 
Labor Standards Act (FLSA). 

Section 614. MVA Trust Funds. 
This section requires the Secretary of Finance to allocate a minimum of$43,750 per quarter to 
the municipalities, and no less than $ 175,000 before the end of the fiscal year. This provision 
may result in less direct funding to the Marianas Visitors Authority to mitigate impacts of 
declining tourist arrivals should the actual co llection of the Hotel Occupancy Tax be less than 
the required transfer as provided. Any shortage of collections would divert funds from MV A to 
the municipalities. 

Section 616. Payment of 25% to Retirees. 
The payment to the Commonwealth Treasury of $5 million from the IPI bankruptcy sale 
included $2.7 million in casino gross revenue tax, which is earmarked for the payment of the 
25% retirees' pension by 4 CMC §§ 2308 and 2309. My administration supports this earmark 
and I look forward to working with the legislature on reforms to the Casino Gaming law to 
promote a viable industry and generate revenue. 
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Section 709. Other Programs. 
Section 709(c) provides for 96% of funding to the Public School System to be directed towards 
instructional expenditures and restrictions on austerity measures. My administration encourages 
further dialogue with PSS to ensure that legislative provisions are aligned with students ' needs 
and operational necessities. 

Section 711. Department of Public Lands. 
The Memorandum of Understanding to be executed by the Department of Public Lands, the 
Department of Lands & Natural Resources, and the mayors of the municipalities should ensure 
a nexus to the constitutiona l responsibilities of DPL in maintaining and securing public lands 
and properties. 

I observe that the mandate for DPL to remit $4,000,000 from its DPL Operations Fund to the 
Marianas Public Land Trust is consistent with, but not coextensive with or exhaustive of, its 
obligations under Article XI, Section 5(g) of the Constitution. 

VETOED PARTS OF THE ACT 

Section 202. Advance Allotment. 
I am disapproving the provision as the recent downward adjustment to estimated revenues 
makes it difficult to justify the quarterly allocation of funding at this time. This provision can 
be revisited in the revised FY 2026 budget. 

Section 204. Reporting Requirements for Secretary of Finance. 
Section 204(d) is duplicative of reporting requirements in the Planning and Budgeting Act. I 
am vetoing Section 204(e), as it presents a constitutional separation of powers issue by 
stipulating adverse personnel actions for an Executive Branch officer. 

Section 501. Reprogramming Authority. 
I acknowledge that the Governor has been granted authority to reprogram up to 25% of 
appropriations for the Executive Branch. While this provision offers a measure of flexibility, I 
am disapproving Section 50 I (a) as it mirrors the authority conferred by statute through 1 CMC 
§ 7402(b ). Instead, I urge legislative consideration to increase fl exibility in reprogramming 
authority to I 00% to ensure the Governor can take swift and decisive executive action when 
needed. 

Section 602. Hiring Restriction. 
I have disapproved Section 602(a) because it violates the separation of powers for the 
Legislature to determine via joint resolution, on a case-by-case basis, whether budgeted 
executive branch positions are essential for delivery of public services. Implementation of this 
provision will be problematic as it restricts the Executive Branch' s ability to respond to 
operational needs. 

I have also disapproved Section 602(b), because it is unenforceable for a Notice of Personnel 
Action to be deemed processed and filled in without adequate funding or authorized positions. 
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Section 603. Salary Cap. 
Section 603(a) is hereby disapproved as compensation for appointed officials is already 
stipulated under 1 CMC § 8425 and unnecessary in this measure. 

Section 607. Reduction of Work Hours. 
I have disapproved thi s section because it may be necessary for forthcoming austerity measures 
to implement cuts to ancillary benefits proportionally with cuts to hours. My administration 
urges the Civil Service Commission to revise existing regulations to support prudent fi scal 
policy during periods of austerity. Specifically, when reductions in hours are implemented, 
corresponding benefits such as sick leave and annual leave should be adjusted in proportion to 
the reduced hours per pay period. This alignment will help realize meaningful cost savings. 

Fw1her, I recommend that the annual leave accrual policy be amended to mirror the federal 
government's "use-it-or-lose-it" approach, whereby unused leave expires at the end of the 
calendar year. Such a change would significantly reduce the government's growing unfunded 
liability associated with accumulated leave balances. 

These measures are necessary to safeguard the financial health of the Commonwealth while 
maintaining fairness and transparency in public service employment practices. 

Section 608. Vacant Positions. 
I have disapproved this section as it provides that any position that becomes vacant shall be 
closed out. Implementation of this provision places an inflexible constraint on the Executive 
Branch's ability to respond to operational needs. 

Section 609. Public Auditor's Fee. 
I have disapproved thi s provision because the resources of the Office of the Public Auditor are 
needed to coordinate the efforts of the CNMI governn1ent to catch up on several years of 
delayed single audits on an expedited timeline. 

Under these circumstances, it is inappropriate to divert OPA's resources to the Group Health 
Life Insurance Program. Direct funding appropriation is necessary and should be prioritized in 
the revised budget for FY 2026. 

Section 610. DPS Rota and DPS Tinian Detainees. 
I have disapproved this provision because it is inappropriate for the Department of Corrections 
to shoulder the burden of costs incurred by the Department of Public Safety in its operations. 
The Department of Corrections will assume costs upon transfer of custody. 

Section 611. OGM Funds in Excess of Office of Grants Management Budget. 
Allocating excess funds earmarked to the Office of Grants Management to the Group Health 
and Life Insurance Program is inappropriate to sustain adequate funding and operation of the 
program as required payments must be made timely to avoid termination of the plan. Direct 
funding appropriation is necessary and should be prioritized in the revised budget fo r FY 2026. 
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Section 612. Hazardous Pay. 
A portion of this section is disapproved to allow the Secretary of Public Works to process 
hazardous pay based on funding availability and ensure that payment requests meet necessary 

requirements. 

Section 615. Commonwealth Casino Members. 
I have disapproved of this provision because the Commonwealth ' s scarce resources must 
prioritize the most vulnerable in our community, including students and retirees, in these trying 

fi scal times. 

Moreover, the provision references a $2.7 million Settlement Agreement with Imperial Pacific 
International (IPI). This appears to refer to the sale of IPI's assets to Team King Investment 
(CNMI), LLC, via auction supervised by the federal bankruptcy court. That portion of the 
proceeds which satisfies the Commonwealth 's tax lien for unpaid Casino Business Gross 
Revenue Tax is earmarked to the retirees' 25% pension benefits and cannot be used to pay the 
Casino Commissioners' backpay. 

The Casino Commission is funded by law through regulatory fees paid by the exclusive casino 
licensee. The Commissioners' salaries may be paid through the pro rata distribution to general 
unsecured creditors of remaining assets in IPI' s bankruptcy, as provided in the stipulation 
resolving the Commonwealth' s objection to the sale to Team King. 

Schedule Bis hereby disapproved as a direct consequence of the veto to Section 6 15. 

Section 617. Outside Source Received by the CNMI. 
This provision purported to mandate that " [a]ny funds received by the CNMJ government from 
the federal government or other outside sources shall be identified by the Governor and reported 
to the Legislature for appropriation." 

This provision wo uld violate federal law, as federal grants to instrumentalities of the CNMJ 
government must be used for the cost objectives stipulated in the terms of the grants. 

Section 703(d). Judicial Branch. 
I have disapproved this provision because the Judicial Branch, like the rest of the CNMI 
government, may be subject to proportional cuts as provided by the Planning and Budgeting 
Act, I CMC § 7204(e). 

Section 704(i). Legislative Branch. 
I have disapproved this provision because the Legislative Branch, like the rest of the CNMI 
government, may be subject to proportional cuts as provided by the Planning and Budgeting 
Act, l CMC § 7204(e). 
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Section 705. Executive Branch. 
I have disapproved Section 705(c) because mandating that law enforcement officers' overtime 
be funded from non-general revenue imposes a rigid and inflexible approach and risks moral 
hazard incentive problems. 

Section 705(e) provides that the Department of Community and Cultural Affairs, alone among 
CNMI executive agencies, is to retain indirect costs of federal grants which would otherwise 
be statutorily earmarked to the Office of Grants Management. There is no sound reason to treat 
DCCA differently from all other agencies in this respect. My adminjstration will direct federally 
funded progran1s to fund utilities and operations through savings realized from h·ansitioning to 
the lower indirect cost rate of 7.5%. 

Finally, I have disapproved Section 705(g) because this provision unduly restricts the discretion 
of the Department of Labor to allocate its resources to workforce training programs as 
appropriate. I urge the Secretary of Labor to include the municipalities' apprenticesrup and 
trairung needs in the proposed expendi ture plan for the Commonwealth Worker Fee Fund. 

Section 706. First Senatorial District- Mayor of Rota and Rota Municipal Council. 
The last sentence of Section 706(b) is line-item-vetoed on the same grounds as Section 
705(c). 

Section 707. Second Senatorial District- Mayor of Tinian & Aguiguan and Tinian 
Municipal Council. 
The last sentence of Section 707(b) is line-item-vetoed on the same grounds as Section 705(c) 
and the equivalent portion of Section 706(b ). 

Section 707(d) is disapproved because it is the purview of the Tinian and Aguiguan 
Legislative Delegation through a local appropriations bill, not the Legislature in the annual 
appropriation bill , to amend local appropriation bills. My administration supports funding of 
personnel with the approval of the respective senatorial delegation. 

Section 708. Third Senatorial District- Mayor of Saipan; Mayor of the Northern Islands; 
and Saipan and Northern Islands Municipal Council. 
Section 708(b) is disapproved because authorizing the Mayor of the Northern Islands to 
promulgate regulations to generate revenues from fees is an appropriate subject for SNILD 
legislation, not the annual appropriations bill. 

Section 709. Other Programs. 
I have disapproved the requirement in subsection (e) that the CNMI Health Network Program, 
formerly known as the Medical Referral Program, shall include stipends, airfare, and lodging 
for patients and escorts in the inter-island medical referral services. The appropriation for the 
Health Network Program is insufficient to cover such costs. This is an unfunded mandate. 

Section 711. Department of Public Lands. 
I have disapproved a portion of Section 71 l (a) because ground maintenance and landscaping 
work under the jurisdiction of Parks and Recreation is a statutory responsibility of the 
Department of Lands and Natural Resources. 
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Section 712. Reporting Requirements. 
I am disapproving Section 71 2's provisions because they are duplicative of the reporting 
requirements set forth in Section 204 and create additional and unreasonable administrative 
burdens that will be diffi cult to implement. 

I am directing the Secretary of Finance to continue working with the Legislature to assist it in 
performing its own analysis of the government's fi nances. 

Section 713. Violation of Spending Limits. 
I have disapproved the additional penalties and sanctions in Section 713. The Planning and 
Budgeting Act (PBA), as amended, has adequate enforcement provisions to assure compliance 
with the expenditure restrictions under the PBA and this Act. 

In particular, 1 CMC §§ 7701 and 7702 provide criminal penalties for expenditures in excess 
of authorization by law. 

Section 802. Outside Sources. 
I have disapproved parts of Subsection (b) because of inconsistency between the language and 
U.S. Public Law 115-218, which governs the use and adm inistration of the CW funds. The 
federal law does not limit training programs to only those for vocational training. The federal 
law also provides restrictions on the administration of the funds, including reprogramming and 
fiscal year limitation. 

Schedule A. 
While I recognize the importance of soil and water conservation efforts across the 
Commonwealth, I must disapprove the establishment and funding allocation for the CNMI State 
and Water Conservation Office included under the Independent Program heading. 

The Act does not contain any express provision clarifying the intent behind its inclusion. 
Moreover, the program is already embedded within all three senatorial districts, and the creation 
of a centralized offi ce would be duplicative and administratively redundant. 

I remain committed to supporting conservation initiatives through existing district-level 
programs and encourage continued collaboration to ensure resources are used efficiently and 
effectively. 

Conclusion 

As we implement the budget appropriation in this Act, I remind the Legislature of the urgency 
to pass a revised budget with decreased revenues forecasted at $156,782,740. In light of this 
forecasted decline, my administration will implement immediate proportionate budget 
reductions across the board resulting in a forthcoming work hour cut to the executive branch 
beginning Sunday, October 5, 2025 (pay period 22). Therefore, I urge your cooperation to pass 
a revision of the FY 2026 Budget Act within ten calendar days from transmittal of the request, 
targeted for October 6, 2025. 
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My administration stands ready to work with the Legislature collectively and cooperatively to 
address the government' s fiscal challenges, including meeting conditions stipulated by the 
Marianas Public Land Trust for a pension loan. 

With my signature, this bill becomes Public Law No. 24-14. Copies of the public law bearing 
my signature are forwarded for your reference. 

Sincerely, 

~ 

cc: Lieutenant Governor 
Secretary of Finance 
Special Assistant for Programs and Legislative Review 
Special Assistant for Management and Budget 
All Mayors 
Executive Assistant for Carolinian Affairs 
Members, 24th Legislature 
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Public Law No. 24-14 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
TWENTY- FOU RTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH 

LEGISLATURE 

September 27, 2025 

Vice Speaker Jesus P. Mafnas Memorial Building 
Capitol Hill 

Sa ipan , MP 96950 
cnmileg. net 

The Honorable David M. Apatang 
Governor 
Commonwealth of the Northern 

Mariana Islands 
Capitol Hill 
Saipan, MP 96950 

Dear Governor Apatang: 

I have the honor of transmitting herewith for your action H. B. No. 24-46, HDl, SSl, entitled: 
"To Define and Identify General Revenues and approve revenues and resources of the 
Commonwealth of the N01thern Mariana Islands as identified pursuant to Article III, Section 9 (a) 
of the CNMI Constitution, as amended, and I CMC Division 7, for Fiscal Year 2026 and make 
appropriations for the operations and activities of the Government of the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, its agencies, instrumentalities, and independent programs, and to 
provide budget authority for government corporations for Fiscal Year 2026; and for other 
pw-poses.", which was passed by the House of Representatives and the Senate of the Twenty­
Fourth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature. 

Sincerely yours, 

l,in~ MPA Ho~~~/1~, 

Attachment 



Public Law No. 24-14 

TwENTY-FOURTH NORTHERN MARIANA COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

AUGUST 15, 2025 

REPRESENTATIVE JOHN PAUL P. SABLAN, OF SAIPAN, PRECINCT 2 (for himself, Representatives Roy C.A. Ada. Vincent 
R. Aldan, Blas Jonathan ··Br T. Attao. Roman C. Benavente, Angelo A. Camacho. Joel C. Camacho. Joseph A. Flores. Marissa R. 
Flores, Thomas J. DIC. Manglona. Malcolm J. Omar. Raymond U. Palacios. Elias J.M. Rangamar. Denita Kaipat Yangelmai. and 
Ralph N. Yumul) in an open and public meeting with an opportunity for the public to comment. introduced the following Bill: 

H.B. No. 24-46, HDl, SSl 

AN ACT 

TO DEFINE AND IDENTIFY GENERAL REVENUES AND APPROVE REVENUES AND RESOURCES 
OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS AS IDENTIFIED PURSUANT 
TO ARTICLE III, SECTION 9 (A) OF THE CNMI CONSTITUTION, AS AMENDED, AND 1 CMC 
DIVISION 7, FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026 AND MAKE APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE OPERATIONS 
AND ACTIVITIES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN 

MARIANA ISLANDS, ITS AGENCIES, INSTRUMENTALITIES, AND INDEPENDENT PROGRAMS, 
AND TO PROVIDE BUDGET AUTHORITY FOR GOVERNMENT CORPORATIONS FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2026; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

IN T HE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

The Bill was not referred to a House Committee . 

TH E BILL WAS PASSE D BY THE HOUSE OF R EPRESENTATIVES ON 

FIRST AND F INAL R EAD! G, AUGUST 15, 2025; 
with amendments in the form of H. B. No. 24-46, HD l and transmitted to T HE SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

The Bill was referred to the Senate Committee on Fiscal Affairs. 
THE BILL WAS PASSED BY THE SENATE ON F IRST AND F INAL R EADI NG, SEPTEMBER 26, 2025; 

with amendments in the form ofH. B. No. 24-46, HD l , SS l and returned to 
T HE H OUSE OF R EPRESE TATIYES. 

The House of Representatives accepted the Senate amendments and passed H. B. No. 24-46, HD I, SS I during 
its Fou1th Day, Second Regular Session on September 27, 2025. 

H.B. NO. 24-46, HDl, SSl IS DULY PASSED BY THE TWENTY-FOURTH NORTHERN MARIANAS 
C OMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE. 

~ ~ B~ a, House Clerk 
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Public Law No. 24-14 

TWENTY-FOURTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMOMiVEALTH LEGISLATURE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

FOURTH DAY, SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2025 

H.B. No. 24-46, HDl, SSl 

AN ACT 
To DEFINE AND IDENTIFY GENERAL REVENUES AND APPROVE 

REVENUES AND RESOURCES OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 

THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS AS IDENTIFIED 
PURSUANT TO ARTICLE III, SECTION 9 (A) OF THE CNMI 

CONSTITUTION, AS AMENDED, AND 1 CMC DIVISION 7, 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026 AND MAKE APPROPRIATIONS FOR 

THE OPERATIONS AND ACTIVITIES OF THE GOVERNMENT 

OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA 

ISLANDS, ITS AGENCIES, INSTRUMENTALITIES, AND 

INDEPENDENT PROGRAMS, AND TO PROVIDE BUDGET 

AUTHORITY FOR GOVERNMENT CORPORATIONS FOR 

FISCAL YEAR 2026; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE TWENTY-FOURTH NORTHERN 
MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE: 

CHAPTER 1. PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS. 

SECTION 101. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as t he "Appropriations and Budget Authority Act of 

2026". 
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Public Law No. 24-14 

HOUSE BILL 24-46, HDl, SSl 

SECTION 102. PURPOSE. 

This Act appropriates local funds for the operations and activit ies of the 

Government of the Northern Mariana Islands, its agencies, instrumentalit ies, 

independent agencies, and political subdivisions, and provides authority for 

government corporations for Fiscal Year 2026 commencing October 1, 2025, and 

ending September 30, 2026. 

SECTION 103. DEFINITIONS. 

As used in this Act: 

(a) "ORG" means Organization Code. 

(b) "NEW" means that the Legislature hereby authorizes the Secretary of 

Fina nce to establish an organization code as set forth therein for the named entity. 

(c) Government of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 

includes: 

(1) Judicial Branch, which includes the following organization codes: 

11510600 

11510400 

11510300 

11510100 

11510500 

11510700 

11511000 

Justices and Judges 

Supreme Court 

Superior Court 

Judiciary Administrative Office 

Law Revision Commission 

Dr ug Court 

Mental Health Court 
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Public Law No. 24-14 

HOUSE BILL 24-46, HDl, S81 

(2) Legislative Bra nch, which includes the following organization codes: 

11620100 House of Representatives Salaries 

11620200 House Members Allocation 

11620300 House Leader ship Account 

11620400 Senator Salaries 

11620500 Senate Members Allocation 

11620600 Senate Leadership Account 

11620700 Legislative Bureau 

11620800 CNMI Youth Congress 

(3) Executive Branch, which includes the following departments and offices: 

(A) Offices of the Governor, which includes the following organization codes: 

11261100 

11269000 

Governor's Office 

Governor 's Discretion ary Account 

(B) Office of the Lt. Governor 

11262000 

11269100 

Lt. Governor's Office 

Lt . Governor's Discretionary Account 

(C) Other Offices of the Governor and Lt . Governor 

11260900 

11260100 

11260700 

11261800 

11260500 

Management and Budget 

Administrative Services 

CNMI Homeland Security and Emergency Man agement Office 

Office of Youth Affairs 

Office of Planning & Development 
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Public Law No. 24-14 

HOUSE BILL 24-46, HDl, S81 

11261300 Board of Parole 

11261000 Office of Grants Management 

11261200 Public Defender 

11260200 Carolinian Affairs Office 

11260800 Indigenous Affairs Office 

11261400 Veterans Affairs Office 

11261600 Women's Affairs Office 

11261900 Environmental Quality Saipan 

11262200 Saipan Zoning Board 

11260400 Criminal Justice Planning Agency 

11261500 Vocational Rehabilitation Service 

11882200 Medicaid Reimbursement 

11880300 Medicaid Agency 

11850400 Medicaid Enterprise Systems & Health Information Technology 

(D) Department of Commerce, which includes the following or ganization 

codes: 

11160100 

11160300 

11160400 

11160200 

11160500 

11160600 

Secretary of Commerce 

Economic Development - Saipan 

Statistical Research 

Alcoholic Beverage & Tobacco Control 

Enforcement & Compliance 

Workers Compensation Commission 
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Public Law No. 24-14 

HOUSE BILL 24-46, HDl, SSl 

Unassigned Office of Foreign Corporation Liaison 

(E) Department of Community and Cultural Affairs, which includes the 

following organization codes: 

11120100 

11120800 

11120900 

11120600 

11120700 

11120200 

11121000 

11121200 

11121400 

Secretary of DCCA 

Youth Services - Saipan 

Child Care Licensing Progr am 

Historic Preservation - Saipan 

Office on Aging - Saipan 

Council for Arts & Culture 

Low Income Home Ener gy Asst. Program 

Chamorro/Carolinian Language Commission 

Nutrition Assistance Program 

(F) Department of Corrections, which includes the following organization 

codes: 

11130100 

11130200 

Corrections Commissioner 

Juvenile Detention Unit 

(G) Department of Fire and Emergency Medical Services, which includes the 

following organization codes: 

11140100 

11140300 

11140200 

11140400 

Administration 

Emergency Services 

Fire Prevention & Arson Investigation 

Emergency Medical Services 
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11140500 

11140600 

11140700 

HOUSE BILL 24-46, HDl, S81 

Logistics and Support 

D FEMS Training Section 

DFEMS Dispatch Section 

Public Law No. 24-14 

(H) Department of Finance, which includes the following or ganization codes: 

11170100 Secret ary of Finance 

11170800 Finance and Accounting - Saipan 

11170700 Treasury 

11170500 Revenue and Taxation - Saipan 

11170400 Procurement & Supply - Saipan 

11170900 Customs Services - Saipan 

11170200 Office of Information Technology 

11171000 Passpor t Office 

(I) Departmen t of Labor, which includes business codes: 

11180100 

11180400 

11180500 

11180700 

Secretary of Labor 

Administ rative Hearing Office 

Employment Services 

Labor Enforcement Fund 

(J) Department of Lands and Natural Resources, which includes the 

following or ganization codes: 

11190100 

11190700 

11190800 

Secretary of DLNR 

Agriculture 

Fish & Wildlife - Saipa n 
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11190500 

11190900 

HOUSE BILL 24-46, HDl, S81 

Parks & Recreation - Saipan 

Soil & Water (SP N & NI) District 

Land Registrat ion & Survey - Saipan 

Public Law No. 24-14 

(K) Department of Public Safety, which includes the following organization 

codes: 

11150400 

NIA 

11150500 

11150100 

11150300 

DPS Commissioner 

Executive Protection Services 

Police - Saipan 

Administrative Division 

Motor Vehicles Division 

(L) Department of Public Works, which includes the following organization 

codes: 

11200100 

11200200 

11200500 

11200600 

11200700 

Secretary of DPW 

Building Safety Code 

Roads and Grounds Division 

Solid Waste Management 

Technical Services Di vision 

(4) First Senatorial District (Rota) which includes the following the following 

organization codes: 

12270100 

12710100 

12170800 

Mayor Rota 

Municipal Council- Rota 

Fina nce & Accounting- Rota 
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Revenue & Taxation - Rota 

Procurement & Supply - Rota 

Customs Service - Rota 

Historic Preservation - Rota 

Sports & Recreation - Rota 

Labor - Rota 

Public Law No. 24-14 

Commerce - Rota (Economic Development Rota) 

Police - Rota (DPS) 

Fire & EMS - Rota 

Agriculture - Rota 

Fish & Wildlife - Rota 

Parks & Recreation - Rota 

Soil and Water Conservation - Rota 

Land Registration & Survey - Rota 

Public Works - Rota (Operations and Maintenance Rota) 

Public Library - Rota 

(5) Second Senatorial District (Tinia n and Aguiguan) which includes the 

following organization codes: 

13270100 

13710100 

13170800 

13170500 

Mayor Tinian 

Municipal Council - Tinian 

Finance & Accountin g - Tinian 

Revenue & Taxation - Tinian 
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Procurement & Supply- Tinian 

Customs Service - Tinian 

Historic Preservation - Tinian 

Aging - Tinian 

Sports & Recreation - Tinian 

Labor - Tinian 

Public Law No. 24-14 

Commerce-Tinian (Economic Development Tinian) 

Police - Tinian (DPS) 

Fire and EMS - Tinian 

Agriculture - Tinian 

Fish & Wildlife - Tinian 

Parks & Recreation - Tinian 

Soil & Water Conservation -Tinian 

Public Works-Tinia n (Operations & Maintenance Tinian) 

Public Library - Tinian 

(6) Third Senatorial District - Saipan & Northern Islands Mayors & 

Municipal Council which includes the following organization codes: 

11270100 

14270100 

11710100 

Mayor Saipan 

Mayor Northern Islands 

Municipal Council Saipan 

(7) Boards and Commissions which include the following the following 

organization codes: 
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11111100 

13111100 

12111100 

11110200 

11110500 

11110800 

11111200 

11110900 

11111000 
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Board of Civil Service Commission 

Office of Per sonnel Management - Saipan 

Office of Personnel Management - Tinian 

Office of Personnel Management - Rota 

Commonwealth Election Commission 

Board of Professional Licensing 

Public Law No. 24-14 

Commonwealth Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) 

Commonwealt h Casino Commission 

Commonwealth Cannabis Commission 

CNMI Cannabis Commission Board 

(8) "Independent Programs" means government programs under separate 

boards established by law (unless receiving appropriations or budget authority 

under another heading), specialized general items of appropriations, and those 

non-profit corporations and associations or organizations established outside of 

t he Government of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands to which 

the Commonwealth Government provides financial assistance includes the 

following organization codes: 

11881400 

11881500 

11880500 

11884200 

11881600 

CNMI Scholarship and Financial Assistance Office 

Substance Abuse Prevention 

Elected Attorney General 

25% Retirees' Pension Benefits 

NMI DC Employer Contributions 
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11881700 GHLI Retirees 

11883100 Northern Marianas Sports Association 

11881800 Gov't Health Insurance Employer Contribution (Active 

Employees) 

Unassigned Government Utilities 

11880900 Joeten/Kiyu Public Library 

11884500 General Fund Deficit Reduction 

11881900 NMIRF - Gov/Lt. Gov Pension 

11884600 Judgments Against Government 

11880200 NMI Museum of History and Culture 

11882400 Commonwealth Cancer Association 

11884400 Government Operational Costs 

Public Assistance Matching 

Unassigned CNMI State Soil and Water Conservation Districts, Inc. 

(9) Other Programs: 

11850100 

11850700 

11881000 

11882100 

11881300 

11881100 

11882000 

Commonwealth Healthcare Corp. (CHCC Subsidy) 

Health Network Program 

Northern Marianas College 

NMC Board of Regents 

Marianas Visitors Authority 

Public School System 

PSS Board of Education 
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Micronesian Legal Services Corporation 

Northern Marianas Technical Institute 

(10) Public Corporations which include the following: 

Commonwealth Economic Development Authority 

Commonwealth Ports Authority 

Commonwealth Utilit ies Corporation 

Northern Marianas Housing Corporation 

Office of the Public Auditor 

Commonwealth Economic Incentive Authority 

Public Law No. 24-14 

(d) "Earmark" means funds provided by the Legislature for specific projects 

or programs. 

(e) "General Revenue" means: Total available r esources for FY 2026 less 

Special Revenue, earmarked funds, debt service payments, other mandatory 

obligations, and the Department of Public Lands . 

(f) "Local funds" means locally generated revenues and revenues received 

pursuant to Section 702 (a) of the Covenant . 

(g) "Number of Positions"(NOP) means the maximum number of persons that 

may be employed, pursuant to Article X, Section 7 of the Commonwealth 

Constitution but does not include Workforce Investment Agency, substitute 

teachers, summer trainees, teacher aides, physicians, licensed professional nurses 

and licensed allied health providers working part-time and paid only for 

instructional time, student-teacher trainees, or short terms specialized 
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instructor s, such as visiting artists, performer s, writer s, and the like . For purposes 

of this exception, "par t -time" means employment not exceeding 40 hours in any 

biweekly pay period, and "short-term" means not more than 90 instructional days 

of employment within t he Public School System during the fiscal year. 

(h) "Operations" means appropriat ions for all lawful activities other tha n 

personnel. 

(i) "Per sonnel" means appropriations for salaries, employer's contribut ion to 

the Northern Marianas Retirement Fund, t he Defined Con tr ibut ion Plan, 

overtime, night differential, h azardous pay, and other employee wages and 

benefits . 

G) "Special Account" means a limited special appropriation that sets aside an 

amount for specific purposes. It is not a bank account but a mechanism to increase 

or decrease an existing special appropriation. Special accounts are established by 

legislation. They are managed as a subset of appropriations and are used when 

other types of appropriations ar e not suitable . 

(k) "Special Revenues" are revenues that bear a relationship or nexus 

between the revenue source and the purpose for said revenues, to include but not 

be limited to: licensing fees or cer tain tax revenues that may only be used for the 

purposes designated by law. 
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CHAPTER II. ESTIMATED REVENUES 

SECTION 201. ESTIMATED REVENUES. 

Pursuant to House Concurrent Resolution No. 24-2, 881 t he total estimated 

revenues and resources approved and identified for Fiscal Year 2026 are as 

follows: 

I. The total identified budgetary 

resources for FY 2026 is: 

Department of Public Lands: 

Total Revenue Including DPL: 

$179,701,969 

$4,892,548 

$184,594,517 

II. This amount is subject to the following adjustments: 

(A) Less Earmarks: 

(1) Special Earmarks 

a) MVA - Hotel (80%) 4 CMC §1803 

(2) Unsuspended Earmarks 

a) IDC Reimbursement to Office of Grants Management 

35%, 1 CMC § 2893 

b) Vehicle Registration Fees, PL 11-55 

c) Admiralty and Maritime Fees, 4 CMC § 1222 

d) Weapon Fees, PL19-73 

($7,085,234) I 

($937.843) 

($807.684) 

($4.323) 

($23,925) 

1 Notwithstanding 4 CMC § 2 159, the Secretary of Finance shall remit the monthly share of the Hotel Occupancy 
Taxes to the respective mayors . The Secretary shal l keep a record of the amounts remitted and ensure that the 
respective mayors received not less than $ 175,000 before the end of the fiscal year. 
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e) Corporation Fees, 4 CMC § 4205 

(3) Gener al Earmarks 

a) Solid Waste Fund (7%) of Excise Tax, 

4 CMC §1402(g)( l ) 

Subtotal 

(B) Less Debt Services previously Appropriated: 

(1) 2007 A Refunding Bond Payment 

(2) 2007B Refunding Bond Payment 

(3) 2024A Pension Obligation Note Payment (BOG) 

( 4) Set t lement Fund Agreemen t , 

468-1, PL 20-33 

Subtotal 

III. Total local revenue and resources: 

Depar tment of Public Lands: 

($101,698) 

($1,140,458) 

($10,101,165) 

($3.618.500) 

($3,361.750) 

($5.892.000) 

($29,000,000) 

($41,872,250) 

$132,621,102 

($4,892,548) 

General Revenue: Total available resources for FY 2026 

remaining after deductions for debt service, revenue tr ansfers, 

and other mandatory obligations, and the Depar tment of Public 

Lands: $12 7. 728,554 

Notwithstanding 1 CMC § 7204, funds for Fiscal Year 2026 shall be allotted 

mont hly; except progr ams and agencies that require one-time payments shall 

receive adva nce allotments. These programs include, but shall not be limited to: 

the CNMI Scholarship and Financial Assistance Office, the Commonwealth 
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Healthcare Corporation, the Commonwealt h Medicaid Agency, the CNMI Public 

School System, the Northern Marianas College, and the Northern Marianas 

Technical Institute . 

SECTION 202. ADVANCED ALLOTMENT. 

Provided further, notwithstanding any law to th~ eontrar:y , all government 

entities subject to appropriations shall be expressly permitted to receive their first 

ttuarter alloti'fient in its entirety, prior to JanuMy 1, 2026. 

SECTION 203. SUSPENSION OF EARMARKED FUNDS. 

Except for debt service obligations and other earmarking of funds as 

permitted in Section 201 of this Chapter, the earmarking, reservation, 

commitment, allotment, or allocation of funds pursuant to the following public 

laws are hereby suspended for the Fiscal Year 2026: 

a) Tobacco Control - Cigarette Tax, Public Law 13-38: 

b) CIQ Overtime Revolving Fund: 

c) GHLI - 50% Cigarette 4 CMC §1402(g)(3) - PL 18-64: 

d) Cancer Fund - Cigarette Tax, 4 CMC § 1402(g)(2): 

e) PSS Technical Education - 4 CMC § 1503(£): 

f) MVA - Alcohol Container (20%), 4 CMC § 1803: 

g) Foreign Worker Fee Fund, PL 17-01; 2 CMC §4968: 

h) NMIRF - Hotel Tax (20%), 4 CMC § 1803: 

i) NMIRF - Alcohol Container (30%), 4 CMC § 1803: 

16 

$2,443,534 

$1,498,413 

$4,072,557 

$681,198 

$67,546 

$103,457 

$0 

$1,771,309 

$155,186 
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j) NMIRF DB Plan Fund - 15% E -gaming, Public Law 18-30, 

4 CMC § 1511 (a): 

k) NMIRF - 60% E-gaming, Public Law 18-30, 

4 CMC § 1511 (b): 

1) Developers Infrastructure Tax (100%): 

Public Law No. 24-14 

$288,847 

$1,155,387 

$232,590 

Provided further, notwithstanding any Commonwealth laws to the contrary, 

in the event that actual collections exceed the projected amounts as identified by 

the Department of Finance on April 1, 2025, any excess amount shall not be subject 

to suspension and shall be automatically transferred to the beneficiary entity 

without further legislative action . 

SECTION 204. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS FOR THE SECRETARY OF 

FINANCE. 

(a) Comparison of Actual Revenues Collected and Revenues Estimated. 

Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the Secretary of Finance shall submit 

to the Presiding Officer s of the Legislature, Chairperson of the Senate Committee 

on Fiscal Affairs and the Chairperson of the House Committee on Ways and 

Means, at the end of each quarter , a fund status report 1) comparing the actual 

revenues collected and the revenues estimated of all funds appropriated for the 

operations and activities of the Commonwealth Government in this Act and 2) all 

the funds that h ave been reprogrammed. The Secretary of Finance shall meet with 

the Chairperson of the Senate Committee on Fiscal Affairs and the Chairperson 
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of the House Committee on Ways and Means in mid-February, mid-May and mid­

August to discuss actual revenues collected versus the revenues estimated. 

(b) Comparison of Actual Expenditures and Appropriated Expenditures. 

Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the Secretary of Finance shall submit 

t o the Presiding Officers of the Legislature, Chairperson of the Senate Committee 

on Fiscal Affairs and the Chairperson of the House Committee on Ways and 

Means, at the end of each quarter , a fund status report comparing the actual 

expenditures and appropriated expendit ures of all funds appropriated for the 

operations and activities of t he Commonwealth Government in this Act. 

(c) Transfer In and Out Funds. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the 

Secretary of Finance shall submit to the Presiding Officers of the Legislature, at 

the end of each quarter, a fund status report on the funds transferred in and out 

each quarter pursuant to Section 201 of this Act . 

(d) All Other Sotuce. The Secreta1:y of Finance shall report pc·1cnucs in mrneos 

of $200,000.00 received from other sources that are nut identified in this Aci7: 

~e) Violation. The M:lar:y of the Secretary of Fint1:nec or deoignec shall be 

~uspcnded for at least 80 days and the salary sht1:H not be rcstoPcd until tho 

Secretar:y of Finance provides all t he reports m,.de1 this section to the Presiding 

8ffice1s of the Legisbtnr e, Ohair per son of the Senate Oommittee on Fiscal Affair 5, 

arLd the Chairperson of the House Committee on \!lays and Means. Provided that 

the 8ecret1:tr:y of Finance 5hall not be entitled to indemnification, defense, or 
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reimbursement undo1:· tho Government Liabilit,7 A.ct or any othor Commom:v,oHSllth 

CHAPTER III. 

GOVERNMENT CORPORATIONS AND DESIGNATED 

AGENCIES/ACTIVITIES 

SECTION 301. APPROPRIATION AND BUDGET AUTHORITY. 

Pursuant to 1 CMC § 7206 and as provided herein, budget and expenditure 

authority for the following activities is hereby approved. Expenditures in excess 

of the budget authority approved herein for agencies to which Gener al Funds are 

appropriated shall not be incurred or committed and hiring in excess of the 

number of positions authorized by this Act is prohibited, unless author ized by a 

legislative joint resolution in accordance with Section 7, Article X of the N.M.I. 

Constitution. 

ACTIVITIES NOP PERSONNEL OPERATIONS TOTAL 

(a) Commonwealth Economic 

Deve lopment Authority 13 $1,157,389 $305,920 $1,463,309 

(b) Commonwealth Healthcare 
Corporation 1,041 $86,225,460 $54,928,966 $141,154,426 

(c) Commonwealth Ports 
Authority 237 $6,709,276 $11,636,965 $18,346,241 

(d) Commonwealth Utilities 
Corporation 572 $22,287,194 $80,207,856 $102,495,050 

(e) Marianas Public Land Trust 6 $460,317 $1,301,971 $1,762,288 

f) Maria nas Visitors Authority 31 $1,620,967 $5,464,267 $7,085,234 

(g) Northern Marianas College 166 $10,762,153 $4,450,000 $15,212,153 
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(h) Northern Marianas Housing 
Corporation 67 $5,338,598 $2,601,002 $7,939,600 

(i) Northern Marianas 
Technical Institute 35 $722,572 $198,372 $920,944 

(j) Office of the Public Auditor 17 $1,328,415 $400,493 $1,728,908 

(k) Public Utilities Commission 1 $47,097 $471 $47,568 

Grand Total: 2.186 U 36.659,438 $161,496.283 i298.155.721 

Notwithstanding the above dollar amounts, the entities above shall expend 

only the lesser of funds actually generated, collected, or received, or t he amounts 

indicated above. 

SECTION 302. PRIOR CERTIFICATION OF FUNDS. 

No contract sh all be entered into with the Commonwealth or any government 

entity t herein without first receiving from the Secretary of the Department of 

Finance certification that lawful and sufficient funds have been appropriated. 

Notwithstanding any Commonwealth laws, regulations, or provisions to the 

contrary, this section shall not apply to the Judicial Branch , Legislative Branch, 

the Public School System, and the Northern Marianas College. 

SECTION 303. REPORTING REQUIREMENT. 

In Fiscal Year 2026, the expenditure authorities of the foregoing activities 

listed in Section 301, shall submit to the Presiding Officers of the Legislature, 

Chairperson of the Senate Committee on Fiscal Affair s and the Chairperson of the 

House Committee on Ways and Means, a fund status report on t he expenditures 

for personnel and operations of each government entity, and the payments of the 
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public audit or's fee, for the quar ter ended and, if applicable, year-to-date totals as 

of the close of the repor t ing period. 

Furthermore, notwithstanding any provisions or laws to the cont rary, all 

addit ional r esources realized within the fiscal year outside of those specified and 

iden t ified under this Act shall be r eported in det ail to the Legislature for 

appropr iation purposes. 

CHAPTER IV. ADMINISTRATION OF APPROPRIATED FUNDS 

S ECTION 401. MANAGEMENT OF FUNDS. 

The expendit ure of the funds appropriated and allocated under t his Act sh all 

be regulated and controlled by the Secretary of Finance so that no agency, 

department, instrumentality, progr am, or activity may expend the funds contrary 

to the law or fiscal management policies and practices of the Commonwealth. 

SECTION 402. NUMBER OF POSITION(S) (NOP) CEILING. 

Employment Ceilings. Pursua nt to Ar ticle X, § 7 of the Commonwealth 

Constitution, the employment ceilings r elative to the number of posit ions are 

hereby established as set for th in this Act. 

SECTION 403. DONATION OF SICK LEAVE. 

Notwithstanding any laws to the contrary, when an employee donates sick 

leave, each hour of donated sick leave shall be counted as 1.0 hour regardless of 

the hourly r ate that was earned by the donor or recipient . Provided that the 

donated sick leave hours shall not exceed 1040 hours . 

2 1 
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SECTION 404. EXPENDITURE AUTHORITY. 

The distribution and expenditure of funds shall be in compliance with the 

fiscal expenditure authority that the listed agencies have pursuant to the statute 

and the administrative provisions of this Act. 

CHAPTER V. REPROGRAMMING AUTHORITY 

SECTION 501. REPROGRAMMING AUTHORITY 

(a) The Govetnoi: shall have up to 26% reprografflffling authority for tho 

departments, agencies, a.nd offices of t he mrecuti•,•e branch, provided that the 

m.uflicipa.l efttities shall not be subject to this reprogramming authority without 

the conseflt of the mayor. Provided furthei· that the reprogrnmming authority 

Ml.all flot apply to Sectiofl 604 of this Act. Reprog1·t1mm.ing sha.11 flot be used for 

Hte hiring of new personnel 01 fut the salaty adjustment of aetive personnel. This 

authority to reprog1·am shall not apply to the funds app1·op1·iated to the Legislative 

or Judicial Brtinches BS well BS to those fuflds a.ppropriated by the 1·espectivo 

he: gi:sla ti v c dele g·titiofls. 

(b) Pursuant to 1 CMC § 7402(e) , all reprogramming shall be reported in 

writing to the Presiding Officer s of the Legislature, the Chairperson of the House 

Committee on Ways and Means, or the Chairperson of t he Senate Committee on 

Fiscal Affairs within 30 days after the end of each quarter of the fiscal year. Such 

report shall include a description of each item reprogrammed, the reason for each 

reprogramming, the change in the approved budget caused by the reprogramming, 

the cumulative amount of all reprogramming during the fiscal year , and such 

22 
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other information as may be requested by the Chairpersons. The Governor shall 

submit to the Presiding Officers and Chairpersons a n annual summary of all 

reprogramming activity within 60 days after the end of a fiscal year. 

(c) Notwithstanding 1 CMC 7401(£), the mayors of all three Senatorial 

Districts shall have 25% reprogramming authority. 

CHAPTER VI. SUPPLEMENTAL ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

SECTION 601. UTILITIES. 

(a) The CUC monthly utility billings for all departments and agencies shall 

be paid by the central government after all the funds in the general revolving 

accounts are exhausted. 

(b) For prepaid meter accounts, the authorized designee of the respective 

government agencies or offices shall follow the protocol of the Department of 

Finance for timely payment. 

(c) No funds appropriated for utilit ies shall be reprogrammed. 

SECTION 602. HIRING RESTRICTION. 

(a) E:x:eept as pro11ided in subsection (b) of thio section.,_ no now or vacant 

position shall be filled in the mwcutive branch, mrnept for positions that aye 

essential for the dclive1·y of publi:e serviees sueh flS the Depflrtment of Public 

Sttfety flfld the Depar tment of Fi1·e and EB:1:eFgency Services personnel for oach 

!"Cspect ive Senatorial Diot:rict and other essential positions as determined by tho 

8 over nor flnd app1·oved by the Legiolatm:e •,ria joint resolution. 
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(b) Nohvithstanding any law Of' ¥egulation to the eont:ra:ry, if a J:l-fotiee of 

~rsonnel Action has been executed by the hiring ag~ncy or a candidate to fill the 

V'!teaney has been selected or action hao been initiated to fill the position by any 

eicpa:rtment or agency and filed at th:e Office of Personnel Management on Rota; 

'Fm:ian, or 8aipaR, the vacant position shall bs Go.Rcsidsrsd ae proce1.1.ed and to be 

iiitted. The fenewal of the eont:rnet fol· an eJtioting emplo,.ee shall not be conoidet"ed 

M creating a vacant position. 

SECTION 603. SALARY CAP. 

(B:) For FioealYeal' 2026, tho compensation of certain appointed officials shall 

be compensated ao set forth iR the attached Schedule A and ptus tumt to 1 GMO§ 

~45 and 1 OMO § 28003. 

(b) For Fiscal Year 2026, notwithstanding 1 CMC § 8245(c), the annual salary 

of the Resident Department Heads of the First and Second Senatorial Districts 

shall be $40,000. 

(c) For Fiscal Year 2026, notwithstanding any prov1s10n of law to the 

contrary, all Resident Department Heads of t he First and Second Senatorial 

Districts and CNMI Department Heads shall be subject to austerity measures as 

provided for by law. 

(d) For Fiscal Year 2026, notwithstanding any prov1s10n of law to the 

contrary, federal and/or non-General Revenue funds may be utilized to fund 

salaries in excess of the caps set forth in 1 CMC § 8245 (a), (f), (h) and G) and 1 

CMC § 8246. 
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SECTION 604. R EVOLVING A CCOUNTS. 

Subject to constitu tional limits, notwithstanding any CNMI and/or local 

laws, regulations, and rules to the contrary and excep t for t he suspended accounts 

as provided in Section 203 and special revenue accounts, all general revolving 

account expendit ure limitations and restrictions relating to the scope of 

application or other subject matter requirements are hereby suspended in FY 

2026. 

Accordingly, all legally established general and/or special revolving accounts 

and the funds therein may be expended by their respective expenditure 

a uthorities for personnel and operational expenses; including fuel, 

communications, operational office supplies, ut ilit ies, and t r avel for training 

purposes. Provided further th at Section 501 of this Act shall not apply to this 

section. 

S ECTION 605. LEGAL HOLIDAYS. 

Any employee required to work on a non -feder al Commonwealth legal 

holiday sh all be paid at the basic salary r ate for t he hours worked on that day 

without any addit ional adjustmen t for holiday leave with pay. This provision does 

not apply to employees who ar e 100% or partially funded with feder al funds . 
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SECTION 606. CELL #1 AND CELL #2 OF THE MARPI LANDFILL CLOSURE 

FINANCIAL AsSURANCE MECHANISM. 

In the event of any funding shortfalls caused by this Appropriations Act, the 

CNMI Government shall commit its full faith and credit when necessary to 

effectuate the closure of Cell # 1 and Cell #2 of the Marpi Landfill. 

SECTION 607. REDUCTION OF WORK HOURS. 

During Fiscal Year 2026, notwi:thst1u1ding any lavrn 011 contractual provisions 

tie the contrary, a full pay period for the employment benefit of annual leave, sick 

leav'e, or other benefits shall be e~:n·ned despite the implementation of austerity 

fflcasurcs as pro¥ided for by law. 

SECTION 608. VACANT POSITIONS. 

Except as provided undeF Section 602(b), notwithstanding any law to tho 

3 · · · eenh·ary, any position that becomes vacant shall be closed out. Unused funds far 

i6 

17 

~ch position shall go to operation eMpenses v1ithin that department or agency 

w.ithin 30 days upon vacancy unless a request is made to the Legislature for 

11einstatement of the vacant position, which shall b9 approvQd by :ai joint resolvtion_ 

SECTION 609. PUBLIC AUDITOR'S FEE. 

'Fhc Public li.uditor's Fee is 1% (one percent) of the total appropriations for 

each instr umentali:ty , department, agency, corporation, and budget activity of the 

CNMI Government. Notwithstanding any other p10v'ision of lavt, any funds in 

~wcss of the approp1·iated $1,728,908 to the Office of Public l.,udito11 as set fo1:·th 

in Section 301 (j) herein, are hereby reset ved for the G10up Health Life Insnrance 
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(GHLI). Ag:oncios that are required by law to allocate 1 % of their budgets to GPA, 

tfil:at are not funded by tho g:onoral fund, shall remit their 1:·espeetive fee on a 

monthly basis to the Department of Finance. 

SECTION 610. DPS ROTA AND DPS TINIAN DETAINEES. 

The Department of Gouectiono shall be responsible for all costs and oxpeaeses 

associated with tho transpo:rtation of all detainees and inmates between the 

soaeatorial districts for all courts appearances and other legally mandated 

.activities. 

SECTION 611. OGM FUNDS IN EXCESS OF OFFICE OF GRANTS MANAGEMENT 

BUDGET. 

Notwithstanding: aaeythiaeg to the contrary, ::i£ the OGM receives iae ox;coss of 

$987,848 that is allotted to OGM as p.rovided undm:· 1 CMG § 2893(a), tho excess 

shall be reo01:·ved f01:· the G1:·oup Health Life Inom·anee (GHLI) aB:d Gl't}.H's 

~•.,ernment's obligation to the l:'etif·ees' 25% pension payment. 

SECTION 612. HAZARDOUS PAY. 

The Solid Waste Management shall pay the amount of $ 179,691 of hazardous 

pay owed to the Saipan, Tinian, and Rota employees from the Solid Waste 

Management Revolving Fund collected under Title 2 section 3551. This e,bligat:i:on 

sha:11 be pr:i:m:::i:ti~ed: a:nd: full, M.ti~fied before any other fonds are expended for 

ether programs. With respect to the payment of hazardous pay, there shall be a 

written report submitted by the Secretary of Finance and the Department of · 
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Public Works to the Presiding Officers by the end of first quarter of Fiscal Year 

2026. 

SECTION 613. DCCA NAP SUN BUCKS PROGRAM. 

Of the amount appropriated via Schedule A, attached and incorporated by 

reference hereto, to the Nutritional Assistance Program, the amount of $160,000 

shall be allotted for the 50% matching of the NAP Sun Bucks Program. 

Notwithstanding any provision of this Act to the contrary, the Sun Bucks Program 

shall not be subject to a usterity measures. 

SECTION 614. MVA TRUST FUNDS. 

(a) Notwithstanding 4 CMC §2159, the Secretary of Finance shall transfer 

the monthly share of the Hotel Occupancy Tax to the respective mayors. 

Additionally, the Secretary shall account the transfers and ensure that the 

respective mayors receive not less than $175,000 before the end of the fiscal year . 

(b) The funds shall be remitted on a quarterly basis in the amount of $43,750. 

(c) Each mayor must submit a quarterly report within 30 days after the end 

of each quarter. 

SECTION 615. COMMONWEALTH CASINO MEMBERS. 

:Notr.vithstanding 4 CMG§§ 2308 and 2309 or any CN1MI law to the coutr;uy, 

~e Som.·otary of Finance shall rosorvo $210,000 from t ho $2.7 million r@c@iv@d 

frnm the IPI Settlement Agreement, M these special ¥evenue funds have a clear 

Ji'exus to said paym.ent, to pay a portion of the salaries o•.ved to the forme1· 
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Commonwealth Casino members. Payments shall bo distriblitod as allocated ia. 

Sehedt1le B. 

SECTION 616. PAYMENT OF 25% TO RETIREES. 

Notwithstanding 4 CMC §§ 2308 and 2309, the balance of $2,490,000 sh all 

be reserved by the Secretary of Finance for payments towards the 25% CNMI 

share of the Settlement Fund payments for FY 2026. 

SECTION 617. OUTSIDE SOURCE RECEIVED BY THE CNMI. 

,A.illy funds 1·ocoivod by tho CN}.I]] g:ovora.moa.t from tho wdoral g:ov@rnm@nt 

or oth01· outside sourees shall be identified by tho Govora.or and reported to th@ 

hegislatttre fer appPopfiation. 

CHAPTER VII. APPROPRIATIONS. 

SECTION 701. IN GENERAL. 

Funds designated in Chapter II as available for appropriation for Fiscal Year 

2026 are hereby appropriated pursuant to this Chapter. 

SECTION 702. APPROPRIATION. 

The amount of $127,728,554 is hereby appropriated as set forth in the 

attached Schedule A as the General Revenues of the Commonwealth available for 

appropriation in FY 2026. 

SECTION 703. JUDICIAL BRANCH. 

(a) The Number of Personnel and appropriations for personnel, operations, 

and utilities for the Judicial Branch shall be as shown in Schedule A. 

29 



2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Public Law No. 24-14 

HOUSE BILL 24-46, HDl, S81 

(b) Notwithst anding any laws to the contrary, the Chief Justice of the CNMI 

Supreme Court and Presiding Judge of the CNMI Superior Cour t may adjust the 

Judicial Bra nch work schedule and operating hours that are consistent with 

available funds for personnel and operat ions. 

(c) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, in t he event of 

a usterity measures, the Chief Justice and the Presiding Judge m ay use any 

available non-General Revenue source funds, including revolving accounts, to 

restor e the reduced work hours of the Judicial Branch per sonnel and operations . 

Notwithstanding a ny other law to the cont r ary, the expenditure authority for the 

Judicial Bra nch shall have reprogramming authority to move funding from 

Personnel to Operations and from Operations to Personnel. 

(cl) Notwithstanding any Commonwealth law to tho contrary, thQrQ ~h,;1ll be 

uo roduction of allotments and or propo:rtionate cuts to the Judicial B:raneh a.bsent 

tt nev,r a.nnua.l budget submiosion and eorPesponding enactment of an amondod 

tumual budget. 

SECTION 704. LEGISLATIVE BRANCH. 

The Number of Personnel and allocations for personnel, oper ations, and 

utilities for the Legislative Branch shall be as shown in Schedule A. 

(a) Art. II Sec. 16(e) of the Commonwealth Constitution provides: 

e) Beginning the second Monday of J anuary 1998, the amount of the 

ceiling and all other dollar amounts stated in this section shall be 

adjusted every two years by the same percentage as the percentage 
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change in the United States Depar tment of Commer ce composite price 

index during the two preceding fiscal years using the beginning of the 

fiscal year 1996 as the base. 

The allocation ceilings have a utomatically increased every two years, 

beginning in January 1998. Using the price composite indexes developed by the 

Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis for State and Local 

Government Consumption Expenditures and Gross Investment, the allocation 

ceilings for the Legislature for fiscal years 2022, 2023, and 2024 are as follows: 

Price Index for All Government Consumption Expenditures a nd Gross Investment 

Legislative Branch Base Ceiling Change in Price Ceiling Jan. 1, 2020 
Oct. 1, 1995 Index Jan 1, 2020 Based on Change 

Members Allocation $155,000 60.335% $248,519.25 

Presiding Officers Allocation $400,000 60.335% $641,340.00 

Legislative Bureau $2,000,000 60.335% $3,206,700.00 

(b) Notwithstanding any laws to t he contrary, t he Legislative Bureau 

Director may adjust the Legislative Branch work schedule and operating hours 

that are consisten t with available funds for personnel and operations . 

(c) The Legislative Bureau Director may use any available non-General 

Revenue funds to restore the reduced work hours of the LB personnel. 

(d) Salaries of Legislative Members. 

(1) The amount appropriated under this section to the House of 

Representatives under "personnel" shall be used to fund the salaries and benefits 
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of the members of the House of Representatives. The expenditure authority for the 

amounts appropriated shall be the Speaker of the House. 

(2) The amount appropriated under this section to the Senate under 

"personnel" shall be used to fund the salaries and benefits of the members of the 

Senate. The expenditure authority for the amounts appropriated shall be the 

President of the Senate. 

(e) Members' Office Accounts and Employees. 

(1) Notwithstanding 1 CMC § 740l(c) to the cont r ary, each member shall be 

the expenditure authority of the funds appropriated to their individual sub-

account; 

(2) Funds appropriated for the operation of the member's office, including, 

but not limited to, the personnel costs of the member's employees and 

expenditures as authorized by the adopted rules of the Senate in the case of the 

Senate member, or the adopted rules of the House of Representatives in the case 

of a House member, or the Legislative Bureau, may be expended to defray travel 

and incidental expenses for the purpose of attending to legislative business; 

provided that a member may receive a one-month advancement of funds 

appropriated to his or her office for expenditures; 

(3) Allocation of the maximum number of positions among House members 

shall be governed by the rules of the House; and 

(4) Allocation of the maximum number of positions among Senate member s 

sh all be governed by the rules of the Senate. 
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(f) Senate a nd House Leadership Accounts. The leader ship account of each 

house shall be $200,000. The Presiding Officer of each respective house, or his 

lawfully authorized designee, shall be the expenditure authority and sh all use 

such funds to support the operations and activit ies of the House of Representatives 

and Senate in accordance with its rules, provided that the Presiding Officer 

distributes a portion of the total allocation in equal amounts to all the standing 

committees for their operations and activit ies. 

(g) Legislative Bureau, ORG 11620700. The Number of Personnel and 

allocat ions for personnel, operations, and utilities for the Legislative Bureau shall 

be as shown in Schedule A. The expenditure authority of the funds appropriated 

for the Legislative Bureau sh all be the Director of the Legislative Bureau or 

a uthorized designee. Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, including 

any provision of this Act, the expendit ure authority for the Legislative Bureau 

shall have unrestricted reprogramming authority to move funding from Personnel 

to Operations, which includes Utilities, and from said Operations to Personnel. 

(h) Northern Marianas Youth Congress, ORG 11620800. The Number of 

Personnel and allocations for personnel and operations for Youth Congress sh all 

be as shown in Schedule A. The expenditure authority is vested in the Director of 

the Legislative Bureau with the consent of the Speaker of the Northern Mariana 

Islands Youth Congress. 

(ir Notwith~tanding any Gommomvcalth lavt to the contrary, thoro shall be 

RO :eedaction of allotments and or p1:oportionate cuts to tho Logislativo Branch 
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absont a now annual budget submission and eorresponding enactment of an 

amended annual budg:ot. 

SECTION 705. EXECUTIVE BRANCH. 

The allocation for the Executive Branch shall be as sh own in Schedule A. 

(a) The Governor shall have authority to expend, obligate, encumber, or 

otherwise commit, all the funds appropriated to the Office of the Governor and all 

Other Offices of the Governor. 

(b) The Lt. Governor shall be the expenditure authority of the funds 

appropriated to the Office of the Lt. Governor. 

(c) Lmv enf01:·cement officers of tho Department of Public Safoty and tho 

Bepartment of Fire and Emergenq Medical Services eligible for overtime shall be 

f:ttnded by non GeneFal Revenue sourcos. 

(d) Of the collections received by the CNMI Passport Office, no less than 

$50,000 of the General Revenue funds shall be reserved for the CNMI Passport 

Office's personnel and operations. This does not affect the Schedule "A" 

appropriation of $96,485. 

(e, Nohvithstanding any pr10•1ioion of law to the eont1:·a1:·y, fo1:· Fiscal Year 

2026, indirect costs shall remain v1ith Department of Corn.rn.11 oity and Cultural 

Affairs for p urpo5e5 of fonding operations and utilities and shall not be transferred 

to the Office of Granto Management. 
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(f) Of the collections received by the Registrar of Corporations Revolving 

Account, under the Department of Commerce, funds shall be reserved for NOPs 

for per sonnel in the amount of $149,236 and the amount of $30,000 for operations. 

Under the Department of Commerce, ther e shall be 7 NOPs to include three 

ABTC Officers I, one Director for the Foreign Corporation Office, one 

Administrative Specialist, one Admin Clerk, and one Economist. 

(g) Department of Labor. Of the amount app10priated to the GNMI 

Department of La.bo'l:', the sum of $10,000 shall be 1·emitted. to the Rota 

Bei,arttnent of La.bor (DOL) under the expenditure a.uthority of the Rota. DOL 

Residcn.t Direetm·, in. eon.oultation. of the Mayor of Rota, to fun.d appFon.tiooship 

,iiillQ training prog1.ams of U.S. eitiz1cn.s to augment Rota'~ workforce, and $10,000 

shall be remitted to the Tin.ian. Dopm,tmon.t of Labor (DOL) un.der tho expen.diture 

c"tttthority of the Tinian DOL Resident Director , in consultation of the Mayor of 

'f.inian, fund app:Pentieeship and training i,rograms of U.S. citi:tens to augment 

'Pinia.n's workfo:r:ce 
r 

SECTION 706. FIRST SENATORIAL DISTRICT - MAYOR OF ROTA AND ROTA 

MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 

The Number of Personnel and allocations for per sonnel, operations, and 

utilit ies for the First Senatorial District shall be as shown in Schedule A. 

(a) Except as provided in this section , the Mayor of Rota shall have authority 

to expend, obligate, encumber , and otherwise commit, all the funds appropriated 

to the First Senatorial District. Additionally, except as provided in this section , in 
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accord with the Superior Court's decision in the case of Inos v. Tenorio, the Mayors 

shall also have expenditure au thority over resident government departments in 

the First and Second Senatorial districts respectively unless the Governor revokes 

expenditure authority in a manner consistent with the Superior Court's holding 

in Inos v. Tenorio, to wit: expenditure authority over resident departments that 

are primarily concerned with the delivery of public services can be revoked only 

on a prior showing of just cause, but the Governor has the discretion to revoke 

expenditure authority over those departments that are primarily concerned with 

enforcing the law. 

(b) Any shortfall in the appropriated funds as a result or due to payment of 

overtime, retirement, or benefits shall be borne by the municipality. Provided that 

law en-fo1·eement offi:eers of the Depat'tment of Pttbhe Sa.fety Rota and tlw 

B epartmeflt of Fire and Emergeney Mediea.l Ser v iees Rota. eligible for overtime· 

sha.11 be funded b:y non General Revenue sources. 

(c) Rota Municipal Council. Appropriations to the Municipal Council shall 

be divided and distributed equally to each member of the Municipal Council in 

separ ate accounts. Each Municipal Council member shall be the expenditure 

authority of funds distributed to him/her. 

SECTION 707. S ECOND SENATORIAL DISTRICT - MAYOR OF TINIAN & 

AGUIGUAN AND TINIAN MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 

The Number of Personnel and allocations for personnel, operations, and 

ut ilities for the Second Senatorial District shall be as shown in Schedule A. 
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(a) Except as provided in this section, the Mayor of Tinian and Aguiguan 

shall have authority to expend, obligate, encumber, or otherwise commit or 

reprogram, all the funds appropriated to the Second Senatorial District. 

Additionally, in accord with t he Superior Court's decision in the case of Inos v. 

Tenorio , the Mayors shall also have expenditure authority over resident 

government departments in the First and Second senatorial districts respectively 

unless the Governor r evokes expenditure authority in a manner consistent with 

the Superior Court's holding in Inos v. Tenorio, to wit: expenditure authority over 

resident departments that are primarily concerned with the delivery of public 

services can be revoked only on a prior showing of just cause, but the Governor 

has the discretion to revoke expenditure authority over those departments that 

are primarily concerned with enforcing the law. 

(b) Any shortfall in the appropriated funds as a result of or due to payment 

of overtime, retirement, or benefits shall be borne by the municipality. Provided 

that law enfuFeement offiee1,9 of the Depm1tinent of Public Safety Tinian and the 

Department of Fire ttnd Emergeflcy Mcdicttl Services Tinian eligible fur overtime 

~all b0 fund0d by non Geue:riail Revenue sources 

(c) Tinian Municipal Council. Appropriations to the Municipal Council shall 

be divided and distributed equally to each member of the Municipal Council in 

separate accounts. Each Municipal Council member shall be the expenditure 

authority of funds distributed to him/her. Of the $27,729 appropriated to the 

Municipal Council under Operations, the amount of $10,000 shall be reserved for 
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utilities and operations and the r emainder shall be divided equally among the 

council members. 

(d) ·Notwithstanding any pi-0111:mons of law to tho contr2ry, the fonds 

appPopI"iated ur1:def Tinian Local laws 24 6 and 24 7 shall be re appropriated to 

fond petMnnel of the Office of the Mayor of Tinian & Aguiguan undeP the 

01,pondit:uro authority of the Mayor of Tinian & i\guiguan. 

SECTION 708. THIRD SENATORIAL DISTRICT-MAYOR OF SAIPAN: MAYOR OF 

THE NORTHERN ISLANDS: AND SAIPAN AND NORTHERN ISLANDS MUNICIPAL 

COUNCIL. 

The Number of Personnel and allocations for personnel, operations, and 

utilities for the Office of the Mayor of Saipan, Office of the Mayor of the Northern 

Islands, and the Saipan and Northern Islands Municipal Council shall be as 

shown in Schedule A. 

(a) The Mayor of Saipan, the Mayor of the Northern Islands, and the 

Chairperson of the Municipal Council for Saipan and the Northern Islands or each 

of their respective designees shall be the expenditure authority for allocations for 

their respective offices. 

(,b) Notwithstanding any law to the eont1:·ary, the Mayo1:· of the N01:·the:rn 

~ lands, may promulgate Pules and regulations to gcne1·ate revenue in his 01:· her 

~!ilp@ctivo municipality, eonsistent with such authority exercised by ether 

:rm.micipalities to include not be limited to package tour fees, fishing fees, and 
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hunting fees. Said Feven:10 shall be loeally appropriated by the Saipan and 

:Northcffi IslaRdo Legislative Delegation after establishment of a n;wolviug fond. 

SECTION 709. OTHER PROGRAMS. 

The Fiscal Year 2026 Budget Appropriation for the programs under this 

section sh all be as shown in Schedule A. 

(a) Northern Marianas College. The President of the Northern Marianas 

College or designee shall be the expenditure authority of the funds under ORG 

11881000. 

(b) NMC Board of Regents. The Chairperson of the Board of Regents of the 

Northern Marianas College or designee shall be t he expenditure authority of the 

appropriated funds under ORG 11882100. 

(c) Public School System. The Commissioner of Education or designee 

shall be the expenditure authority of the appropriated funds under ORG 

11881100. Funds appropriated to PSS shall not be used for the following: 1) 

personnel and oper ations of the Board of Education, 2) pay r aises for central 

administrative directors until or unless all austerity measures such as teacher 

furloughs or other curriculum/program cuts and or restrictions are rescinded or 

no longer in effect; and 3) legal fees and costs oflitigation including but not limited 

to any payments for settlements and/or judgments and/or legal representation. 

Notwithstanding a ny law to the contrary, no budget cuts or a usterity 

measures sh all be applied to t eacher salaries, instructional positions, or essent ial 

student programs (e.g., meals, counseling, special education , and Chamorro 
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Carolinian Language Heritage Studies) until all non-instructional administrative 

cost reductions have been exhausted. 96% of all PSS funds must be allocated 

directly to instructional expenditures. Austerity measures shall not apply to 

federally funded positions and programs or those programs that receive a CNMI 

match from the General Fund. 

Provided further, of the appropriated funds under ORG 11881100, $400,000 

shall be reserved for inter-island travel and lodging accommodations within the 

CNMI for t he students, coaches, teachers, support staff, and chaperones 

participating in the PSS inter scholastic sports leagues, cultural competitions, and 

off-island academic competitions for School Year 2025-2026 to include Moot Court 

and Mock Trial. In addition, $100,000 shall be reserved for the teacher and 

support staff incent ives and rewards program. These funds shall be in addition to 

any other amounts provided via federal grants. 

Provided further that the expenditure authority shall provide a detailed 

expense report in writing to the Presiding Officers of the Legislature, the 

Ch airperson of the House Standing Committee on Ways and Means, and t he 

Chairperson of the Senate Standing Committee on Fiscal Affairs within 30 days 

after the end of Fiscal Year 2026. 

Notwithstanding any law to the contrary PSS shall be exempt from 

3 CMC 1132. Provided further, PSS personnel assigned directly to schools, such 

as, administrative per sonnel and support staff inclusive of principals, vice 

principals, instructors, teachers (including those assigned to CCLHS), teacher 
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aides, librarians, pupil t r ansportat ion personnel and bus drivers, janitors and 

counselors, shall be exempt from any austerity measures such as furloughs and 

reductions in force . 

The protection established by this section , shall take precedence over 

administrative or management positions which may be subject to austerity 

measures before any school level personnel. 

(d) Board of Education. The Chairperson of the Board of Education or 

his/her designee shall be the expenditure authority of the appropriated funds 

under ORG 11882000. The funds appropriated to the Board of Education shall 

include the cost and expenses of the student and teacher r epresentatives to the 

Board of Education. 

(e) The CNMI Health Network Program (hereinafter, "HNP") (formerly 

known as CNMI Medical Referral Program). The Commonwealth Healthcare 

Corporation shall administer the HNP or its successor, including both inter-island 

and off-island referrals, consistent with its duties and responsibilities under 

3 CMC § 2821 et seq. l\fo:re ~:r,ecittca.Hy, t he iflter islafld 11'1:edieal Feferral services 

shall iflclude stipeflds, airfare, afld lodgiflg for paticflts afld eseorts, which is 

consistent with tho off island medical roforral program. The expenditure authority 

for all funds appropriated to inter-island and off-island medical referral services 

and administrat ion (inclusive of ORG 11850100, 11850700, and any new 

organizations codes established for CHCC Medical Referral) shall be the CEO of 

the Commonwealth Healthcare Corporation or designee. Provided further that 
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$150,000 of the funds appropriated to the HNP, ORG 11850700, shall be used 

exclusively for inter-island medical referral. 

(f) Northern Marianas Technical Institute. The Chairperson of the Board of 

Trustees or designee in consultation with the Chief Executive Officer shall be the 

expenditure authority of the appropriated funds for the Northern Marianas 

Technical Institute. 

SECTION 710. INDEPENDENT PROGRAMS. 

The Fiscal Year 2026 Budget Appropriation for the agencies under this 

section shall be as shown in Schedule A. 

(a) Joeten-Kiyu Public Library. The Chairperson of the Commonwealth 

Library Council or designee shall be the expenditure authority of the appropriated 

funds. 

(b) NMI Museum of History and Culture. The Chairperson of the Board of 

Governors of the NMI Museum of History and Culture or designee shall be the 

expenditure authority of the appropriated funds. 

(c) Elected Attorney General. The Attorney General or designee shall be the 

expenditure authority of the appropriated funds. 

(d) The expenditure authority of the funds appropriated for the Public 

Assistance Program shall be the Governor's Authorized Representative. 

(e) Medicaid Program. The funds appropriated in this Act for the Medicaid 

Program, including Medicaid Reimbursement, ORG 11882200, Medicaid Agency, 

ORG 11880300, and Medicaid Enterprise Systems & Health Information 
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Technology, ORG 11850400 shall be deemed a single budget reserved for the 

purposes of Medicaid Agency, Medicaid Reimbursement , and Medicaid Enterprise 

Syst ems & H ealt h Information Technology. The Director of the Commonwealth 

Medicaid Agency may reallocate the funds appropriated in this Act to any of the 

expenditure categories, including, but not limited to, Medicaid Agency, Medicaid 

Reimbursement, and Medicaid E nterprise Systems & Health Information 

Technology. Provided further , notwith standing any other law to the contra ry, for 

Fiscal Year 2026, pursuant to the request of Commonwealth Medicaid Agency, 

with the concurrence of the Office of Personnel Management, all of the 12 NOPs 

for the Medicaid Enterpr ise Systems & Health Information Technology funded 

under ORG 11850400 shall be excepted service cont r act employees. 

(f) CNMI Scholarship a nd Fina ncial Assistance Office. Of the funds 

appropriated to the CNMI Scholarship and Financial Assistance Office, $50,000 

shall be used to fund the Profession al St udent Exchange Progr am (P SEP) 

established under 3 CMC § 11101, as shown in Schedule A. 

(g) For programs and activities not specifically ment ioned, the expenditure 

authority shall be the Secretary of Finance. 

S ECTION 711. DEPARTMENT OF P UBLIC LANDS. 

(a) Pursuan t to 1 CMC § 2803 of the Commonwealth Code, Depar tment of 

Public Lands (DPL) submit ted a budget of $4,892,548. The DPL, pursuant to the 

Memorandum of Agreement between DPL and the Department of Lands and 

Natural Resources (DLNR) is a u thorized to pay for professional services provided 
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by the per sonnel of the DLNR Division of Parks and Recreation of all three 

senatorial districts . Prnvided fm·ther, DPL shall provide payments for the 

lti.ndoeaping and ground maintenance of all properties that fall und@r the purview 

of Pai·ks and R0c1·02tion 

(b) Pursuant to a formal Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the 

Department of Public Lands and the Department of Lands and Natural Resources 

(DLNR) and the Mayors of Rota and Tinian & Aguiguan, DPL is authorized to 

expend up to $800,000 annually for maintenance and security of public lands, 

including designated parks, recreational areas, and other real estate properties, 

inclusive of t he former Rota Resort, the former Tinian Dynasty, the former Kanoa 

Resort, and the former Marianas Resort, under DPL's jurisdiction. 

(c) Of the funds within the DPL Holding Account, the sum of $4,000,000 shall 

be remitted to the Marianas Public Lands Trust on or before October 15, 2025, in 

addition to the other constitutional and statutory remittance. 

SECTION 712. FINANCIAL DATA AND TRANSPARENCY INFORMATION ACCESS. 

(a) l'.reeeoo P:rovided to Legislative Fi~c2l An2lysts. 

l>-~t1nrithotanding any provision oflaw to tho coatr:;iry, tniiniug aod:::tHieoss to 

the following shall~@ provided· 

(1) The Munis Finaneial Management Information System. or other 

f+t1ancial and accounting oy:oteIH. to obtain the follo•.ving: ffl:Onthly collections 

and CJEpenditures, including but not limited to funds status, and detailed 
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8tXpondituro ropo:rte in a format that ie oxportablo or convortibl0 to Excol 

-files; and 

(2) The follov;ing reports in a :format that is eupo1:·table or convortiblo to 

Excel files shall be p11ovided to the C1'fM:I Legiolati,,'e Fiscal i\nalysts 30 days 

-fl:fte1· the effeetive date ef this Act: 

(A) All revolving accounts; 

~B) All business activities listed in Schedulo A; 

(-C) AJ.l accounte lietod ae oarmarks in tho Budgot Authority }' ... ct; 

ED) l' ... 11 debt oorviee payments, including payments to the 

Settlement Fund, and Series 1\ and 8uies B Fttnds; 

(E) .4_.ll rsvonuo accounts in the First, Second, and Thil:'d Genatorial 

Districts that al'·e identified ao budgetary resouPees in the Budget 

~\uthority Act, 

~3) Any other fin:;inci2l information, not legally pFivileged OF protceted, 

:i:el2ting to tho cm,n Govornmont's OJEpenditm·e of public funds, as needed 

and rnquQgt~Hl, in writing, within 10 days of said request. 

SECTION 713. VIOLATIONS OF SPENDING LIMITS. 

Tho exponditnro of fm:i.d~ it1. excess a£ allocations au d reprogrammmg 

established by this Act is a violation of tho Planning and Budgot Act, 1 CMC §7101 

ct BC€J:. lilly eJcpenditure authority that violates The Planning and Budget Act sha.11 

be suspended without salary for at loast 30 days and tho salary shall not be 

rcstol'cd until a fisca.l -phrn is submitted to the P1esid:i:ng Officers of the 
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t!iogislaturo, Chairperson of the Senate Gom.mittee on Fiscl'.l A:ffaits, a nd tlre 

€ ha.irpe:rson of the House Committee on \111'.:ys 1'.nd Means, and accepted by both 

housos of tho Logislaturo to retiro tho over OJ(penditure. P1·ovided, they also shall 

Bot GQ Qntitl<.1d to inde:w.nification, defen se, or reirobursemeot nuder tbe 

GovornmQnt Li:;ihility A.ct or :;i ny other Co:w.:w.onwealth Law. 

SECTION 714. REPORTING REQUIREMENT. 

In Fiscal Year 2026, the expenditure authorities of the foregoing activities 

list ed in Chapter 7 and the CNMI Public School System, shall submit to the 

Presiding Officers of the Legislature, Chairperson of the Senate Committee on 

Fiscal Affairs and the Chairperson of the House Committee on Ways and Means, 

a fund status report on t he expenditures for personnel a nd operations of each 

government en tity, and the payments of the public auditor's fee, for t he quarter 

ended and, if applicable, year-to-date totals as of the close of the reporting period. 

CHAPTER VIII. NON GENERAL REVENUE SOURCES 

SECTION 801. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS. 

(a) Notwithstanding 1 CMC § 7204, the non-Gener al Revenue source funds 

appropriated for Fiscal Year 2026 shall be allotted monthly; except programs that 

require one-time payments may receive advance allotments. 

(b) Notwithstanding a ny law to the contrary, t he Secretary of Finance shall 

submit to the Presiding Officers of the Legislature, at the end of each quarter, a 

fund status report on the non -Gener al Revenue sourced funds that are transferred 
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in and out of government or ganizational codes and their respective accounts, 

pursuant to Section 802 of this Act. 

(c) All salaries of elected officials that are waived under 1 CMC § 8442 shall 

be transferred by the Secretary of Finance to the Scholarship Trust Account and 

the funds from the account shall be spent for scholarship purposes only, without 

further appropriation, and without fiscal year limitation . The Administrator of the 

CNMI Scholarship and Financial Assistance Office shall provide a report to the 

Presiding Officers of the legislature within 30 days after the end of each quarter. 

SECTION 802. NON GENERAL REVENUE SOURCES. 

(a) Tobacco Settlement Funds. Pursuant to 3 CMC § 2173 and the funds 

allocated in this section pursuant to the submittal of a program and expenditure 

plan to the Secret ary of Finance, the Tobacco Settlement funds in the amount of 

$541,597.00, not subject to reprogramming or fiscal year limitation, shall be 

allocated as follows: 

(1) Division of Public Health 40%: 

(2) Public School System 20%: 

(3) Youth Affairs Office 12.5%: 

(4) Coalition of Private Schools 7.5%: 

(5) Rota Mayor 10%: 

(6) Tinia n and Aguiguan Mayor 10%: 

$216,638.80 

$108,319.40 

$67,699.62 

$40,619.78 

$54, 159.70 

$54, 159.70 

The expenditure authorities of the funds allocated pursuant to this Section 

802(a) shall be the persons authorized by law for each respective office or agency. 
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The expendit ure authorities shall provide accountability and transparency by 

providing within 30 days after the end of each quarter an expenditure report of 

the funds to the governor and the Presiding Officers of the Legislature. 

(b) Commonwealth Worker Fund (Source: U.S.P .L. 115-218). 

In accordance with U.S. Public Law 115-218, the sum of $1,300,000 m 

Commonwealth Worker Fee Funds sh all be available for the sole and exclusive 

purpose of funding vocational education, apprenticeships, or other training 

programs for United States workers by Commonwealth educational entities for 

Fiscal Year 2026. Provided that out of the $1,300,000 the following amounts shall 

be allocated for the sole and exclusive p11rpo!!e of fonding vocational 9ducation, 

apprenticeships, or other vocational training programs £or United States workers· 

(1) NMTech 60%: 

t2) NMC 15%. 

(3) CNMI PSS 4%: 

$780,000.00 

$195,000.00' 

$52,000.00 

$273,000.00 

The expendit ure authorities of all Commonwealth educational entities that 

receive Commonwealth Worker Fee Funds shall submit to the Presiding Officers 

of the Legislature, Chairperson of the Senate Committee on Fiscal Affairs and the 

Chairperson of the House Committee on Ways and Means, at the end of each 

quarter, a fund status report of the funds allocated under this subsection. Provided 

further, for purposes of data collection, all expenditure authorities shall l ) require 

all expendit ure authorities of CW funds to register with the Department of Labor 
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and 2) report on the status of all recipien t placement into the workforce (or non­

placement) of said funding. 

The recipients of the funds in t his subsection shall submit to the Governor 

and the Department of Labor the required education plans consistent with and 

mandated by U.S. Public Law 115-218. 

(c) Reporting Requirement. The expenditure a uthorities of the funds 

allocated pursuant to Section 802 shall provide accountability and t ransparency 

by providing within 30 days after the end of each quarter an expendit ure report of 

the funds to the Governor and the Presiding Officers of the Legislature. 

CHAPTER IX. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SECTION 901. SEVERABILITY. 

If any provision of this Act, or its application to any person or circumstance, 

is held invalid, the invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of the 

Act which can be given effect without the invalid provision or applications, and to 

this end the provisions of t his Act are severable. 

S ECTION 902. SAVINGS CLAUSE. 

This Act and a ny repealer contained her ein shall not be construed as 

affecting any existing right acquired under con tract or acquired under statutes 

repealed or under a ny rule, r egulation or order adopted under the statutes. 

Repealers contained in this Act shall not affect any proceeding instituted under or 

pursuant to prior law. The enactment of this Act shall not have the effect of 
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terminating, or in any way modifying, any liability civil or criminal, which shall 

already be in existence at the date t his Act becomes effective. 

S ECTION 903. EFFECTIVE D ATE. 

This Act sh all take effect upon its approval by the Governor, or it becoming 

law without such approval. 

Attested to by: 
Linda B-:-M.uiia,-House Clerk 

Certified by: 
OMEZ 

House of Representatives 
24th Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature 

day of , 2025 

Governor 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana islands 
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Ot1n1rtmen1 of Public- ~ufrl) 
DPS Co111m1~1onc-r 111'0400 S86.796 S868 so S87,66,1 

P() ll..::c • ~a1pan 111,0500 184 S5.286,416 S52,864 so S5,339,280 

\dnlllll)trJII\C l>I\ hlUO 11150100 13 $476,096 $4,761 so $480,857 

\1otor \ ch1.:k, DI\ 1,1011 111 <U,00 12 $258,444 $2,584 so $261,028 

Department of Public Snftl'~ rornl ? II 56.107,7:\Z 561.077 Sil S6.16K.8Z'l 

Df'pnrrm en1 of Public \\ orks 

St-crcta~ Puhlic \\ orJ..~ 112001110 10 S450,740 $4,507 $0 $455,247 

Umldmg Safot~ Code I 1!011200 14 S455, 736 $4,558 so S460,294 

Road:, & ( ;round!< DI\ bmn 11 !00500 22 $529,452 S5,295 so $534,747 

l .:chm..:al ~en 1..:c~ D1, hlOn I l!llll'OIJ 21 S763A48 $7,634 so S771,082 

Solid \\ .1:,1c \lanagi:011:111 D1, bll>ll 11200000 35 S922,025 S9.221 so $931,246 

Oepar1mcnt o f Public \\-orks T otal 102 J .121.401 S31.2 t;; so S3. 152.61 6 

Eu·curh ,e, Branch Tornl 1.241 538.699,873 57,641 .745 $1711,0011 S46.5 1 l.6 l8 

Firsc Senntori1d Ois1ric1 

\la~or Rl)l:.l 1~1.,0100 118 $2.627, 136 $211,085 $150,000 S2,988,221 

\lun1c1pal Cnun...:11 Ruta I !7l1111Jll 8 $170,3J9 SJ. 703 so $172,022 

Finance .md \ ..:...:t R\ua 12170800 4 5149,298 $1,493 so Sl50,791 

Rc,cnuc.: & l'.L'\Jllon • Rut:1 l!l70;1m 4 $102,828 $1.028 so SI03,856 

Procurement &. Suppl~ Rota 11170400 2 S79,261 5793 so S80,054 

Cusrom!'t S.:n1ci;: • Rora I! 170()()0 15 S403,328 SJ ,033 so $407,361 

H1sronc Pre)t.'f\auon • Rom 1!120600 3 S90,340 $903 so 591,243 

Sporu. and Rccrcauon • Rola 12120400 9 $275,434 $2,754 so $278,188 

Labor Rom 121801011 S221.721 S2.217 so $223,938 

Econun11c De, dopmcru • Hota 12160300 4 $159,978 Sl,600 so $161.578 

Pohcc • Rom 121505()() 47 $1,578,403 $15,784 so Sl.594,187 

Fire & 1:..\1 • Ro1a 12140100 29 Sl,169,514 $11,695 so Sl,181,209 

Agncuhurc • Rom 12l'l0700 12 S472,015 S4,720 so $476,735 

Fish & \\ lldhle Ro1a I! 190800 5 5161.162 $1,612 so $162. 774 

Parl s & RL'Cfeat1on • Rma 12 l<JO.lOll 4 5102,4 13 $1,024 so SI03,43 7 

Soil & \\ ah:r r ,11bcn. auon • Rota 1!1()()500 $26,443 S264 $0 $26,707 

Land R1..-g.1:,,tra11on Rom 11190900 S68,208 S682 $0 S68,890 

Opcrauons & \ lain1cnancc • Rota IW)OICX> 22 S61Z,193 S6,J 22 $0 $618,315 

Public L1brM\ - Rom I !880'Xm Sl8,792 $188 so S18,980 

Con11ngcnc~ . RlHa 0 so $0 $0 so 

Firs1 Sennwri:ll Ois1ric1 Tor:1I 29~ 8,488.786 5269.700 S t;;IJ,000 58,908.486 



Public Law No. 24-14 

SCHEDULE A 

\ rli\ il) /l-uncrinn O R(; NOP PERSONNEL OPERATIONS UTILITIES TOTAL 

Second Sen:u ori:il Di.Hrir1 

\1 :t)Or fm1an 11~..,0IOO 141 SJ.816,846 S49,807 S250.000 S4,116 653 

\ la>or Connngcnc) rm1;m 0 so so so so 
\.lun1-.:1pal C'ouni.:11 I 1111an I ''10100 Sl97,396 S27,729 so S22S,125 

Fmam.:c <1nd \..-c-1 I 1111an I; 170800 5101,318 S30, 101 so S!31.419 

Rc\l.-i1uc & ra,ai10n • I 11mm 13110500 4 5114,834 Sl.148 so SI !S,982 

Procmcmcnl & Suppl> 1'1rnan 11110400 S45,739 5457 so $46,196 

Cust<mh Scnu:e- fmmn 13170900 15 S365,589 SJ,656 so S369,245 

H,sron..: Pn.::-.enauon - flman 11120600 3 S79,511 5795 so S80,306 

Oflice of Agrng, • Tnn:.111 13 120700 4 5111,799 Sl.118 so S112,917 

<:;pon, :md RC\:re!l11n11 . I rn1:m I' I 20400 6 5199,653 Sl,997 so S201,650 

Labor T1111an IJ 180100 9 5294,753 $15,068 so S309,821 

Econcmuc fk,dopmcnr • Tmian 13 100300 9 S197,045 Sl.970 so S199,015 

Police - T1111an IJ 150500 39 Sl,052,926 S 10,529 so Sl,063,455 

Fire - T111m11 1.114/)100 28 51,094,542 510,945 so 51,105,487 

-\g.ncultun: • I 1111:111 IJ 190700 9 5311,776 53,118 so 5314,894 

Fish & l\'lidhli: r 1111:u1 13190800 5 5135,279 51.353 $0 Sl36,632 

Par~:, & Rccreauon - r1111a11 1.1190400 3 575,471 S755 so S76,226 

Soil & \\ mer Consc:nallon T1111an 13190500 I S25,175 S252 so S25,427 

Opcra11011s & \ lamtenw1cc - Tinmn 13200100 11 S290.432 S2,904 so S293,336 

rumm Public L,brat) 13880900 3 S63,907 S639 so S64,546 

\ '::team Holdmg. \1.;coun1 Tnuan 0 so so so so 

Serond Semuori:t l Ois1rict T orul 302 8573,991 S 16~.3~1 S250,000 S8.988.332 

T hird St natorhil Di.s trict 

\ la~ or Smpnn 11210100 87 S3,068,366 Sl53,401 S61,410 S3,283,l 77 

V1a~ or ,ortht:m Islands 14270100 14 S474,210 S4, 742 so S478,952 

\lwuc1pal Counc1l SJ1pan I 17111100 5 S14 l ,399 51,414 so S142,813 

\,to~ or of Sm pan Conung.cnc~ 0 so so so so 
\ 1:1\·0r of ,1.mhcm lshll1ds Con11ngcnl.;'.\ 0 so so so so 

rhird Srnaro ri!II Di.s trict To1ul 106 J .68J.97S S 159.557 S6 1.~I O SJ .90~.9~2 

BonnJs und Commissions 
Civil Sen 1cc Comm1ss1on 11110700 S211,936 S2,119 so S214,055 
Oflice of Personnel \ lanagc1rn:111 • Sa1pan 11111100 17 S835,825 S8,358 so S844,183 

Office of P\..-rsonnt:I ~tana~eml.'nt . fm1nn 13111100 l S45,581 S456 so S46,037 
Offict: of Pcl'SOnncl \ lanagcmcm . Rom 12111100 2 S74,136 S741 so S74,877 
Common\, calth Elccuon Comn11ss1on 11110~00 6 S232.905 S61,919 so S294,824 
Board of Professional L1ccn.s1ng. 11110500 S91,794 S918 so S92,712 
Commom,t:ahh Public \.Jt1!111t::, Comm1:.::,1on 11110800 S53,825 S538 so S54,363 
Common\,calth Casino Commission 11111200 0 Sl so so SI 
Commonwealth Cannabis Comm1ss1on 11110900 3 Sl so so Sl 
(';'.Ml Cannabis Com1mss1on Board 11 111000 0 Sl so so $1 
Pol meal S1atus Conu111:.51on 0 $0 so so so 

80:trds 11 nd CommisJions Tomi 36 S 1.:<46.005 S7S,0~9 so S 1.62 1.0S~ 



Public Law No. 24-14 

SCHEOUlt A 

\ c it\ 1n / J, unC'l i11n Ok<, NOP PERSONNH OPfqATl()NS Ul'IITIFS TOTAL 

lnd , pcndt nl l'rogr:.1m 

,~ht,lar,lup .u,J l1raJlh I l~XI lrn1 $172.9<16 SS07 729 so S780.677 

"11~,1:1111..I.' \hu,I..' Pr..:,cnuon l lXKI '\00 IJ $480.743 $4 808 so S485.SS I 

I kl-icl1 \1111rnc:, ( il..'111:1.11 11~s11<.rn1 S3 S3 !OU66 S3!.013 so S3, I 32.279 

\i..11\i.! f mphc.."l.!, D< I mph,< 1111h111 I IX81t,oo 0 so so so so 
\,Ill I fh:mc.."-'' I 1ss1 ·on 0 SI so so SI 
\Lm.m.i.. lkmmJ ~.md.11 '~ \\ 0 so $1 so SI 
\-.tl\C 11 l·R lk.tllh Ith( 111tlm 1 lXX IXIIO 0 so so so so 

~,r;;o11 Rc1He;."C, l'cn,1on lkudih 1 IMX-l~OU 0 SI 80!,S46 Sl8.0IS so SL.819 561 
t,,,,c:nuni.:111;1! I t1l111c, , "SI< ;,1 I> 0 so S3.960 S396,040 S400,000 
hll.:tl..'n h.1, u Puhl!..: I 1h1.11, I IX8UllOIJ lo S585.895 S5.859 so S591.754 
< ,..:nC"r JI 1- und Dctil.:'11 Rcdui.lhm 11ss 1<011 0 so so so so 
'\ \tlRI- · ( 11n 11 ( 10, Pi:1h1t)ll 11881•~10 0 S78.875 S789 so S79,664 
lud~cml"nl \g;mhl <.im cnnnt."fll I 18X,foll0 0 so so so so 
(",nn11u111\\t:al1h \lu~11111 1 IXXIJ11lll s Sl05, 136 Sl,051 so SL06,188 
(ill\C:rlllTlCtll ()pcr;ll1011,tl ("o-,(, I i88HOU 0 so Sl so SI 
f>uhli~ h-.P,lani.:c \l.111;h111µ 0 so so so so 

'i 
tf,\P'.> r11 · '>ul md\1 ttrCrn I) .1 7 f I . > I II g $9 s,o,ooo 36 , ,o.ooo 
lndepcndcnl Prot:.nun f"om l 1)5 (t.42t1A Ill So-lJ.227 53%.11~11 S7.~6S,677 

0 1hrr Pro:!nrn1~ (Tr:tn~ftr. to .\ccnl'ie)) 
c·,1111mnm,i:ahh lh:11hhl".t1\: t ,,q, "'-11h,1d, IIS<OJIIIJ 0 so SI so Sl 
I kalth ,r.:1,,orl.. Prngram I ll{"U-ou 0 so suoo.ooo so Sl.200.000 
'-onhcrn \ Ian.um, t \lllcµc 1 '- \1( 1 I ISSIOl/fl 178 so S3.948,842 so S3.948.842 
"I( H,,ard of Rcgcnb I IS8210o 0 so SS!,158 so S51.158 
\fan.ma, \ ,-,nor,· \u1ln1111, I JSR! 100 Jl so S 1 so SI 
Publ11,;: Sl.'.ho~,1 .... , ')h:m I 1881 JIIIJ 972 so S31,779,008 so S31.779,008 
P',S 8\,.ird 11ss111110 6 so SL53 131 so S 153.131 
'\I II I IS~3"110 0 so SL so SI 

Orhrr Pro!!rJrn, ( I ran,ft•f"' ro \~t·1wie,1 I 0 1:11 I . it)- $11 37.132. 1~2 so s r.u2. 1~2 

(,ent."r:tl J, und Grand I o rnl J,;J<I S75.88 I .811~ S50.JJ 9.JlHI S I.S07A SIJ S l 27.728.:SS~ 

I >cpanm..:111 1Jf Puhlu; I .u1d, 11 JOl)IOO 81 S3,067, 154 SL.688,394 Sl37.000 SJ,892,548 

Gtnt.'ra l hind Gr:,ml l'oral ,,irh DPI. J.(,20 S7H.9~8.95H $52.027,69~ S l.6~~.~511 SIJZ,621.102 



Commonwe;ilth C. ,mo Comm1ss1011 

Schedule B 

fY)026 

No Comm, s1one1 Name 

f!I Ort C 9elee11 Gae11 c, o 

2 Rahel Q:-ma'3aR 

3 fi17c,n, l<111ans 
4 Parngc )gt, Cruz 

5 C10P1t11, 1@1181Ula 

11101110 A. fe4a11glo11a 

Senatorial District 

J , d StiidlOi IOI DISli let 

3, t4 Se, ,ote.-,ol Dist, ict 

31 d Senato, ic1I Bist1 ict 

21,ef Senato, ml Bist11ct 
1st Su mto: ml But, ict 

1st Se11atrn .al El1St1 ict 

535,000.0tl 

$35,000.00 
~m.OM.00 
535,080.80 

S:ls,ooe.oo 
!'i:!5,0MOO 

$210,000.00 




