
David M. Apatang 
Governor 

. . 
J' 

:••-----------------' Dennis James C. Mendiola 
Lieutenant Governor 

COMMONWEAL TH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

March 18, 2026 

The Honorable Edmund S. Villagomez 
Speaker 
House of Representatives 
Twenty-Fourth Northern Maiianas 

Commonwealth Legislature 
Saipan, MP 96950 

The Honorable Karl R. King-Nabors 
President 
The Senate; Twenty-Fourth N01ihem 

Marianas Commonwealth Legislature 
Saipan, MP 96950 

Dear Mr. Speaker and Mr. President: 

GOV2026-180 

This is to inform you that I have signed into law House Bill No. 24-26, entitled, "To amend the 
crime of child abuse.", which was passed by the House of Representatives and the Senate of the 
Twenty-Fomth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature. 

This bill becomes Public Law No. 24-26. Copies bearing my signature are forwarded for your 
reference. 

Sincerely, 

D~ 
Governor 

cc: Lieutenant Governor; Attorney General; Commonwealth Law Revision Commission; 
Public Auditor; DCCA, Di vision of Youth Services; 
Special Assistant for Administration; Programs and Legislative Review 

Juan A. Sablan Memorial Building• 12296 Pagan Loop.• Capital Hill, Saipan 
Caller Box 10007 • Saipan, MP 96950 • (670) 237-2200 • govemor.cnmi.gov 



Public Law No. 24-26 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
TWENTY- FOURTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH 

LEGISLATURE 

February 11 , 2026 

\lice Speaker }esm P. Mafnas Memorial Building 
Capitol Hill 

Sai pan , MP 96950 
c nmil eg. nct 

The Honorable David M. Apatang 
Governor 
Commonwealth of the Northern 

Mariana Islands 
Capitol Hill 
Saipan, MP 96950 

Dear Governor Apatang: 

I have the honor of transmitting herewith for your action H.B. No. 24-26, entitled, "To amend the 
crime of child abuse.", which was passed by the House of Representatives and the Senate of the 
Twenty-Fourth Northern Marianas Conunonwealth Legislature. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ MPA 
lf'ouse-Gkfk 

Attachment 



Public Law No. 24-26 

TWENTY-FOURTH NORTHERN MARJANA COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION 

APRIL 24, 2025 

REPRESENTATIVE MALCOLM J. OMAR, OF SAIPAN, PRECINCT 4 (for himself, Representative Juli e M.A. Ogo) 
in an open and public meeting with an opportuni ty for the public to com ment, introduced the fo llowing Bill: 

H.B. No. 24-26 

AN ACT 

TO AMEND THE CRIME OF CHILD ABUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

The Bill was refen-ed to the House Committee on Judiciary and Governmenta l 
Operations, which submitted Standing Committee Report 24-25; adopted 8/29/2025. 

THE Bl LL WAS PASSED BY THE HO SE OF REPRESE T A TlVES ON 

FIRST AND FINAL R EADING, A UGUST 29, 2025; 
without amendments and transmitted to THE SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

The Bill was referred to the Senate Committee on Judciary, Government, and Law, 
which submi tted Standing Committee Report 24-5 1; adopted 2/4/2026. 

THE BILL WAS PASSED BY T HE SENAT E ON FIRST AND FINAL R EADI G, F EBRUARY 4, 2026; 
without amendments and returned to Tl-I E H OUSE OF R EPRESENTATIVES. 

H.B. NO. 24- 26 IS DULY PASSED BY THE TWENTY-FOURTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH 
LEGISLATURE. 

L~ ouse Clerk 
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Public Law No. 24-26 

TWE TY-FO RTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COM fO WEALTH LEGISLATURE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SECOND DAY, SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

AUGUST 29, 2025 

H.B. No. 24-26 

AN ACT 
To AMEND THE CRIME OF CHILD ABUSE. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE TWENTY-FOURTH NORTHERN 
MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE: 

S ECTION 1. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE. 

The purpose of the Act is to amend the crime of child abuse to include 

conduct that places a child in imminent danger through the presence of 

methamphetamine. The Act specifies that ingesting methamphetamine in t he 

presence of a child or resulting in the presence of methamphetamine in a child is 

included in t he definit ion of child abuse . 

The illegal drug methamphetamine is commonly abused in the CNMI. 

Unfortunately, if ingested in the presence of children, that exposure is dangerous 

because children can absorb t he dr ug and the person using the drug may harm 

the child. In addition , pregnant women who use methamphetamine pass the drug 

on to their child, endangering the health of that child. 

Many jur isdictions have made endangering a child an offense if the person 

uses methamphetamine in the presence of a child or if a newly born child tests 
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Public Law No. 24-26 

HOUSE BILL 24-26 

positive for methamphetamine. This Act adds that protection to the children of 

the CNMI as well. 

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. 

Title 6, Division 5, Chapter 3, Article 1 § 5312. Child Abuse: Defined, of the 

Commonwealth Code is amended by amending subsection (a) to read as follows : 

"(a) A person commits the offense of child abuse if the person: 

[1-3 unchanged] 

(4) knowingly or recklessly, by act or omission, engages in conduct 

that endangers a child younger than 18 years by: 

(i) manufacturing, possessing, or in any way introducing into 

the body of any person the controlled substance 

methamphetamine in the presence of the child; or 

(ii) any conduct establishing the proximity or accessibility of 

the controlled substance methamphetamine to the child and an 

analysis of a specimen of the child's blood, urine, or other bodily 

substance indicates the presence of methamphetamine in the 

child's body." 

SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY. 

If any provisions of this Act or t he application of any such provision to any 

person or circumstance should be held invalid by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, the remainder of this Act or the application of its provisions to 

persons or circumstances other than those to which it is held invalid shall not be 

affected thereby. 

SECTION 4. SAVINGS CLAUSE. 

This Act and any repealer contained herein shall not be construed as 

affecting any existing right acquired under contract or acquired under statutes 

repealed or under any rule , regulation, or order adopted under the statutes. 

Repealers contained in this Act shall not affect any proceeding instituted under 

or pursuant to prior law. The enactment of the Act shall not have the effect of 
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Public Law No. 24-26 

HOUSE BILL 24-26 

terminating, or in any way modifying, any liability, civil or criminal, which shall 

already be in existence on the date this Act becomes effective. 

SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Act shall take effect upon its approval by the Governor, or it becoming 

law without such approval. 

Attested to by: / ~ 
Lindl~ se Clerk 

Certified by: 
SPEAKER EDMUNDS. VILLA GOMEZ 
House of Representatives 
241h Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature 

n 1DM.APAi a 
Governor 

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 
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